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the matter before the House, and demand an in- 
yestigation—let the blame fall whefe it might. 

He repeated, had he known that this matter had 
heen befure the Committee of Ways and Means, 
he should not have moved in it. He now felt no 
mortification that the vote was reconsidered; he 
was relieved by it, of a duty which would have 
Leen very unpleasant to him, and the senior mem- 
bers of the House, and the political friends of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, would be gratified that 
the matter was to be investigated by the Commit- 
tee of Waysand Means. He had made no war 
upon the Secretary of the Treasury, or upon the 
Administration. In the discharge of public duty, he 
knew no man in regard to his public acts,except so 
furas they were performed ia the honest discharge 
of his duty; and he submitted to the House and to 
the country, that there had been exposures enough 
in regard to the conduct of this Administration, to 
induce its Supporters to pause before they attempt- 
ed to incalpate men in this Honse, who differed 
from them in political opinions. _He had no 
charges to withdraw; he stood by the resolution 
which he had offered, in its full extent. He dif- 
fered entirely with the gentleman from Maryland, 
(Mr. McLaxe,] and wich the gentieman from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr, Sranton,] in the views which they had 
tiken of the question. He agreed with the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, that the resolution did 


impute serious charges upon the Secretary of the | 


Treasury; he admitied that if it were true that 
money had been drawn from the Treasury without 
authority of law not only, but in direct violation 
of law, and that while Congress was in session, it 
did involve a grave, a serious responsibility, for 
which the Secretary of the Treasury should be 
held to account. Although there was a law which 
required the President to give the orders for the 
drawing of money, he had directed his resolution 
to the Secretary, and not to the President, as it 
had not been shown that the President had had 
anything to do in the matter, and as he under- 
svod that it seemed to be agreed on all hands, 
that they should not inculpate “‘old Zack,” for 
the acts of his high public functionaries. He had, 
therefore, directed his resolution immediately to 
the Secretary, who, he had good reason to believe, 
had acted in direct violation of law, and ‘of the 
fundamental principles of the Government, in ref- 
erence to the administration of the public moneys. 
He represented a constituency who did not ask 
of him to blink any question of this kind, ahd he 
believed that even the Whigs of his district, if he 
was saiisfied that there had been a misapplication 
of the public money, a usurpation of legislative 
power on the part of the executive officers, by 
diawing money out of the Treasury without au- 
thority of law, would justify him in the step which 
he had taken, 

He sent to the Chair a modification of the reso- 
lution, which he would offer, to refer the whole 
matter to the Committee of Ways and Means. , 

The proposed modification was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
sruet dw examine aud ascertain whether the Seeretary of 
the Treasury has deawa by warrant a large amount ef mo- 
bey from the“ serplus fund’? without authority of law, 
Which had aceumilated to said fund ander the provisions 
: the act of Cougress ot 1795, trom appropriations made for 
a f fonda Lodiaus, and fur otuer purposes, under various 
Pecific appropriations made by Congress since 1830; and if 
‘uch Wartant Or Warrants have been drawn in conformity 
With law, then that they shall report what law or faws. 


Mr. S. said he concurred in the suggestion which 
had been thrown out by uae as the other 
ae of the House, that the matter properly be- 
ute to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

nd he hoped that sree eapilenen would propose 
an amendment to his ification, so that the sub- 
Jeet be referred to that. committee. 

Mr. CHANDLER said, he had prepared a res- 
; which he proposed to submit as a substitute 
He Ps proposition of the gentieman from Ohio. 
ths id this, not because, as a nal friend of 

e Secretary of the 


sion o evade any inquiry. which gould be inet: 
to shunt his official conduct, He did not wish 
Seite i “of investigation ino 


olution, 
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which gentlemen might desire to travel, or to limit 


them in the most enlarged views they might in. | 


cline to take of the subject. He congratulated 


honorable gentlemen on the othe? side, on the ex- | 


hibition of those good feelings which they shared 


with all honorable and high-minded men, of any || 
and evéry party, and which always were called | 


into action when men, standing in a distinguished 
position before the country, were relieved from 
injurious and ungroanded charges alleged against 
them. But it appears that some gentlemen on the 
other side of the Chamber felt, and had expressed, 
surprise that we should have been at all desirous to 
draw out any member of the Administration from 
beneath this imputation of crime which had been 
castupon him. While, on the other side, there has 
existed a wild and morbid disposition to invent ar- 
cusations against every member of the present Ad- 


ministration, and to the creation of committees of | 


investigation, they seem to suppose that there is a 
consciousness on our part of the justice of their 
charges, which shows itself in the sensitiveness 
we exhibit. 


doubtless be ultimately forced to the conclusion 


that we have no cause for concealment, no reason | 
founded on a consciousness of guilt for eluding an 
investigation out of which we must come forth | 


with clean hands. But if there be no reason on 


that score, to shun these investigations, we ought | 


to show some desire to keep our distinguished 


men as free as possible from the stain which always | 


results from the imputations of guilt. The impu- 


tations themselves may be satisfactorily repelled, | 
Charges against public | 


but the mark remains. 
men are invented and sent forth through the 
country to poison and prejudice the public mind, 


and it 18 a long time before truth, traveling slowly || 


on her crutches, can overtake the falsehood. And 


thus it is that characters, the most pure and ex- | 
emplary, may be destroyed by the breath of an | 


obscure or altogether unknown slanderer. 

He did not intend to charge bad motives against 
the gentleman from Ohio, who had brought for- 
ward this accusation, but he could not acquit him 
of bad taste in originating this movement. All! 
he (Mr. C.) asked in behalf of the: Secre- 


tary of the Treasury was, that the whole subject | 


should be inquired into. 


character of the person assailed placed him above 
the reach of his assailants. But it was deeply to 


be regretted that by the sanction given by this |) 
House to such a course of proceeding, an encour. | 
agement is held out to those who have an instinct- | 
Scores of | 
charges could be setup by any one who may have | 


ive hatred of distinguished talent. 
& personal pique to gratify or a personal wrong to 
avenge, and introduced here, through a member of 
this House, without any foundation in truth, and 
committees appointed to search out for testimony, 


and by this very process, a stain would be fixed on | 


the most virtuous character, which not all the wa- 
ters of the Potomac could wash away. 

And, after all this getting up of a committee, 
armed with power to send for persons and papers, 
it turns out, from the explanations made during the 
debate, that this whole matter is merely a question 
concerning legal construction. ‘The only question 
is, whether the Secretary of the Treasury has 
transferred funds from one branch of the service 
to another, and whether, in doing this, he has 
transcended the power vested in him by law. This 
is a question which could be easily answered. 
Some gentlemen have assailed the Secretary of the 
Interior, and others think it is only the Secretary 
of the Treasury who is criminal. No one seemed 
disposed to assail old Zack. He would like to see 


any one attempt te make him re~ponsible for any | 


act which was characterized as unlawful. He 
doubted not that the accuser would receive a 
prompt and decisive answer to the charge. 

He would now move to amend the resolution of 
the gentleman from Ohio, by striking out all afier 
the word ‘‘ resolved,” and inserting the following as 
a substitute: 


« Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re- 





Gentlemen who come to this conclu- | 
sion, have greatly deceived themselves, and will 


There could be no ap- | 
prehension as to the result in this case. The high | 
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quested to report to this House an account of all same of 
money which may have been taken (if any) from the surplus 
fund, which bad accnmulated to said fund under the prewis- 

ions of the act of Cougress of 1795, from apprepriationd 
aiade tor the Plorida Indians, and for other purtvacs, andef 
vatious specific appropriations made by Congress.” 


The SPEAKER. A resolution was offered to 
raise a select committee, and it is proposed to 
amend that reaslution by adopting an amendment 
|| which calls upon che? the departments for informs 
‘| ation. The Chair holds that a resolution calling 
| for information, belongs to a different class of busi- 

ness altogether from the other resolution; and there 
| 


are rules of the House, containing provisions in re- 
| spect to resolutions calling for information, which 
do not apply to other propositions. . One of these 
provisions is very imporiant. It provides thats 
resolution calling for information, must Ne over, 
| and that it cannot be considered on the same day 

ou which it ts offered. The resolution now pend- 
| ing is in order; but the moment the Chair enter- 
| tains the amendment of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr. Cuanpver,) and that amendment is 
brought before the House, the House must stop 
in the midst of the proceeding, and the resolution 
The Chair 
gives this illustration to show that a resolution 
|| calling for information is never in order to a res- 
olution of the character of that now under corn- 
sideration. ‘There is also another difficulty in the 
way. The rule of the Hoase declares that these 
resolutions calling for information shall never be 
considered on the same day on which they are 
| offered. That rule would be null and void, if such 
a resolution could be brought@ by way of amend- 
ment. And the rule which requires calls for in« 
| formation to lie over one day, would thus, in 
'| effect, be abrogated. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, suggested to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cuawocen,} 
| to put his amendment in the form of instructions. 
In this form it would be in order. 
|| Me. CHANDLER addressed the Chair. 
|| The SPEAKER said the floor belonged to the 
|| gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Meane.)} 

Mr. MEADE said: Mr. Speaker: | could with 
|| more patience listen to lectures from the other side 
of the House on courtesy and propriety, had [ 
not been a member of the last Congress. When 
Mr. Polk was President, and the Wlh.igs had 4 
| majority here, the code which they recommend 
| now tous, had then no existence. Wethad to list 
| en to, and bear with their assaults, in the shape of 
resolutions and otherwise. Then, sir, those wha 
now affect decency and propriety, seemed to act 
| in utter forgetfulners of those virtues to which 
| they have always affected an exclusive right. The 
| vote which has just been taken surprised me no lit- 
| tle. The Democracy have been sometimes called the 
| unterrified Democracy, the lion-hearted Democracy. 
| But it would seem now they were emulous of thé 
| 

| 

} 
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' 
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| calling for information must go over. 


| 





'| virtues of the lamb, and have been driven from 
their propriety by the stringent lectures of their 
opponents. When the resolution which has just 
been reconsidered was offered, | might have con- 
sented to any reasonable modification (provitled it 
dil not change its purpose) which the tender sen- 

| sibilities of the party in power might have de- 

|| manded. But, sir, we have, in the course of this 
debate, learned from members of the Commitee 
of Ways and Means, that money has been an- 

i lawfully taken from the ‘Treasury and expended. 

That committee, as agents for this Hoase, are the 


} 





peculiar guardians of the nation’s purse. 

It is their busitiess to examine the condition of 
1 the treasury, and report bills of appropriation, 
'| within ite means. They discovered that money 
|| had been unlawfully subtracted, and wrote to a 
|| member of the Cabinet for an explanation twa 
months ago. He has never condescended to re- 
ply to that letter, He stands out in contempt of 
this House, and because this House proposes, it 
a more peremptory way, to investigate the mat~ 
ter, the friends of the Cabinet complain of want of 
courtesy, and my honorable friends from Mury- 
fand and Louisiana, in Uieir tendernesa, yielded to 
the pathetic remonstrance, Now, sir, though i 


might have done the same thing before these dit 
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closures, I shall not now consent to a simple reso- | the head of that commitiee, and nothing which i that he had addressed a letter to the Sec 
for inquiry has already been | was likely, in any way, to expose the anticipated | which no answer had been received. 
nisde, and up to this tune refused; not by the Sec- || criminality of the Secretary, was likely to escape | 


lution of inquiry; 
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retary of the Treasury, it is true, but by a mem- |) him—and héw has it all resulted? “The mountain 


ber of the same household, both of whom is con- | 


nected with the'transaction sought to be inquired 
inte. 


incontestable proof before we institute an examin- 
ation. It must be remembered, we are in the op- 
psition,and have not the privilege of free ingress; 
the doors are closed upon us, and if we have 
zood grounds of suspicion, it is not only our right 
Put our duty to go and ascertain if all is right. 


Men are often arrested upon mere suspicion of || 


felony. Those who have charge of the Govern- 
ment, and treasury of the people, should at all 
times be ready for examination. They shoula Le 
like Cesar’s wife, not only innocent, but above 
suspicion. And when there is even a whisper 
against them they should be the first to court in- 
quiry, 

Now, sir, it is not my purpose to insinuate 
éven, that anything has been corruptly done by 


either Secretary; but that something has been un- | 


lawfully done is very evident, and an explanation 
has been refused. 


ing for that purpose the new code which our 
friends, on the other side, have been lately read- 
ing. Ido not regard the original resolution as 
imputing anything dishonest or corrupt to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Mr. CONRAD rose and addressed the House. | 
|| the subject before it, and the bistory of the trans- 
He was understood to say that he, for | 


His remarks were imperfectly heard by the. re- 
porter, 
one, had voted for the adoption of this resolution 


peyerean and, unlike some other gentlemen who || 


ad spoken on th@gpubject, he had not done so 
either in haste, hy inadvertence, or be- 
cause he had not comprehended the character and 
bearing of every feature it contained. He had 
voted for it because he thought that it did contain 
serious, grave charges against a distinguished 


mony before him, and who would, not have intro- 
duced a resolution of this criminating character 
unless he had such proofs in his possession. t 
was this resolution? What did it charge? He 
would read an extract: 


« Resolved, Thata special committee of five members of i] 
this House be, and the same are hereby, appointed, with | 
prewer to examine and ascertain whether the Secretary of || 
the Treasury has not used, or appropriated.a large amount | 


of money frqg the surplus fund, withou 


authority of 
law,’’ &e. 


it was an indirect charge, certainly a strong in- | 
sinuation, that the Secretary had used a large |! 
Now he put it to || 
the House whether the resolution aughorized any || 
other construction than that the Secretary had || 


amount of the public money. 


used this money. Gentlemen who had spoken 
on the subject had regarded it as involving this 
serious and criminal charge. He had voted for it, 


because he was well assured not only that there | 


could be no foundation for it in fect, but that an 


investigation into the truth of the allegation would | 
result in the triumphant vindication of the Secre- | 


wh, from so unfounded an imputation. 


e had yoted for it for another reason. He 


voted for it because he knew that every unfounded | 


charge of this character recoiled on its author. 


He knew that the Secretary would come out of | 
any such investigation without a stain on his | 
character, and -he was willing, if the Secretary | 
was found innocent of the charge made against | 
him, that the member who had made it should be | 


compelled to find some explanation, which, in the 
opinion of the House and the country, would be 
sufficient to justify him for bringing it forward. 
He felt some litile regret that the resolution had 
not. been prpeiied to take the regular course. 
Facts had leaked out, accidentally, which showed 


that there was no ground for any impeachment of 


the official conduct of the Secretary. The charge 
was brought forward in the most serious form 
the committee was to have great powers veste 


in it, and public expectation was raised, that some | 


most portentous fraud was about to be developed. 
The gentleman from Ohio, who had a remarkably 


keen scent for everything like fraud, was to be at 


It is the duty of this House, and every |; 
member of it, to protect the treasury of the nation, | 
and I do not admit the doctrine that we must have | 


| apply it to the wants of the public service. 
subject, too, had already been before an organ- | 


Were this not the case, | || 
should have been perfectly willing to couch the | 
resolution in the most courteous terms; consult- | 


| discussion which had taken place? 
that the whole had been clearly substantiated. He | 
| would not withdraw a single point in that resolu- 


'| he not done so? 











has brought forth nothing, and all this great labor 


and effort has terminated in the parturition of a || 
it has turned out that all that | 
expectation of the genius of the gentleman from | 


ridiculous mouse. 


Ohio, out of which was to emanate this great 


| commitiee, armed with extraordinary powers to | 


send for persons and papers, involved nothing be- 
yond an inquiry whether it was competent to the 
Secretary of the Treasury to draw from the sur- 
plus fund asum improperly placed there, a to 
The 


ized committee of the House, and had been acted 


/on by that committee, and was still pending be- || 
| fore it. 
| Mr. SWEETSER, (Mr. Conran yielding for 

| explanation. ) 
| know that the subject had been brought under the | 
consideration of the Committee of Ways and | 


|| Means. 


I assert positively that Ldid not 


Mr. CONRAD (resuming) thought that this ex- 


planation gave a still worse complexion to the | 


character of the resolution, The gentleman then 
had brought forward the charge on the authority 
of some unknown individual, 

Mr. SWEETSER (interrupting) begged to ask 
the gentleman from Louisiana if the whole import 
of the resolution had not been admitted in the 
He considered 


tion. The Committee of Ways and Means had 
action attested the truth of the charge so far as it 
was contained in the resolution, 

Mr. CONRAD (resuming) expressed himself 
somewhat at a loss to reconcile the conflicting 
statements of the gentleman from Ohio. He had 


| emphatically disclaimed any design to cast any 
| imputation on the character of the Secretary, 1 

(said Mr. C.) have asserted that he did. 
| the facts had come out in the discussion; after it 
Officer of the Government. He had supposed that || 
the charges had been made on the responsibility | 
of a member of this House, who had all the testi- | 


After all 


had been declared that the Committee of Ways 
and Means had looked into the matter, and appro- 


| priated the money to replace what was drawn 


from the surplus fund, he comes forward and says 
he did not mean to impeach the conduct of the 
Secretary. And now he comes forward and de- 
clares that he does not withdraw a single allega- 
tion which is contained in his resolution. 

Mr. SWEETSER (Mr. Conran yielding the 
floor) expressed a hope that the gentleman from 
Louisiana did not intend to put a wrong construc- 
tion on what he had said. He would now repeat 
that the charge was, that the Secretary had with- 
drawn a certain amount from the surplus fund, 
and had appropriated itin violation’of law. He 
had imputed this act to him in his official charac- 
ter as Secretary of the Treasury, and had said that 
it was done without authority of law. -And has 
It had been said that there are 
other cases in which similar illegal drafts had been 
made on the surplus fund. It had been brought 
before the Committee of Ways and Means, 

Mr. CONRAD (resuming) said itappeared from 
the gentleman that the Committeevf Ways and 
Means had already before it those facts which it 
was the object of his special committee, armed 


with power to send for persons and papers, to ob- | 


| 
| 


tain. The gentleman admitted this fact. Now it 
appeared that the whole matter is a question con- 
cerning a construction of law, and the subject 
would be more appropriately referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee. The gentleman said the whole 
information was before the Committee of Ways 
and Means. How did it get there? . The gentle- 
man had alluded to someclerk. Was it.an actual 
clerk, or an ex-clerk? 

Mr. SWEETSER denied that he had said any- 
thing about a clerk. He protested against the 
right of the gentleman from 
questions to him. 


would have been investigated. 


Mr. CONRAD said, it might have been another 
gentleman who stated something about a clerk. 
He did not pretend to know from what source 
the gentleman or the Committee of Ways and 


Means got this information. 


Mr THOMPSON, of Mississippi, explained, 
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retary, to 


Mr. CONRAD expressed surprise that the sub. 


| ject should have come before the committee ahd ng 
|| one seemed to know how. 


Mr. THOMPSON (Mr. Conran yielding) saig 
he had understood the gentleman from Louisiang 
as stating that the matter had been investi 


| the Committee of Ways and Means. ee wt 
so. The subject came up incidentally while the 


Indian appropriation bill was under consideratiny 
and then It was discovered that some money had 
been appropriated out of the surplus fund, [; 
then became ee to make an appropriation 
| to reimburse that fund. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, interposed. The 
| letter was not answered. The proper course, ip 

his opinion, was to instruct the Committee of 
| Ways and Means to report the answer when jt 
should be received. 


|| _Mr, CONRAD assented to the correctness of 


this suggestion. 

Mr. SWEETSER said he intended to move g 
resolution to that effect. 
| Mr. CONRAD said, he would only further oc. 
cupy the time of the House while he congratula- 
ted gentlemen and the country on this effectya} 
movement to arrest a practice of investigating by 
| a committee raised for the special purpose, the 
| truth of every out-door. whisper which reached 
| the ears of members of the House. It had be. 
come quite a farce; and no practice could be more 
| productive of mischief than this anxiety to im- 
peach the conduct of every member of the Ad. 
ministration, without any proof of any impro- 
| priety. He rejoiced that there should have been 
| found gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber 
so magnanimous as to induce them to break 
through party trammels rather than to sanction in- 


| justice toa distinguished officer of the Govern- 


ment. He made some reference to the remarks of 








hope that the gentleman had no weightier sins on 
} 


ouisiana to put these 
If the subject had been permjt- 
ted to go to the select commiitee, the whole matter 





the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Meape} on the 
change in the character of the Democracy, from 
| the lion to the lamb, and stated that this practice 
| of hunting up food for the morbid appetite for 
slander and detraction, had more in it of the char- 
acter of the jackall. [f he had not been misin- 
formed of the political course of that gentleman, 
he once belonged to the Whig party, of which he 
is now disposed to speak in terms of censure. 
Mr. MEADE. The gentleman from Louisiana, 
I perceive, is not very familiar with my political 
history. It is true, sir, | have been a member of 
the Whig party, and voted once for a Whig presi- 
dential candidate who was under pledges. For 
my sins, or rather errors, I have asked and re- 
ceived the forgiveness of the Democracy of which 
I was a member in the days of the hero of Orleans, 
for whom my first two presidential votes were 
given. The gentleman will remember I expressly 
exempted the Secretary of the Treasury from any 
corrupt motives. : 
Mr. CONRAD concluded with expressing a 





his conscience. He appealed to that gentleman 
whether, with his high sense of honor, he would 
be calm if such a resolution was directed against 
him, He thought the facts ought to be examined 
into, and if aby“hing improper had been done, the 
repetition should be guarded against by some legis- 
lative action. His objection to the resolution was, 
that it criminated the Secretary in the first place, 
and then sought for a committee to ascertain 
whether he’ had been criminal. He was of opin- 
ion that @ resolution calling on the Committee of 
Ways.and Means to report the reply from the 
Secretary when it should be received, would be all 
that was r 
Mr. MA 
but 


uired, 

N, of Kentucky, obtained the floor, 
ielded for the moment to ; 
r. CHANDLER, who modified his amend- 
ment, to read as follows: - 


Resolwed, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to procure and to report to this House an account 
of all sums of money which may have been taken (i' any) 
from the surplus fund which hud acéualated to sad fued 
under the provisions of the aet of of 1795, from 
appropriations made for the Florida Iydians and for over 
purposes, under various specific appropriations made by 


The amendment, as modified, having re pet; 
e a 
embarrass- 


Mr. MA 


N, resumed the floor. 
no desire, (he 


. to 
ment about | ion. {f there had been 


throw any 
a loo, bl jen chose to vole upon ls 
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he would move the previous question. If, there 
had not been a mistake, and gentlemen were dis- 
‘aged to change the shape of the matter, he would 
yield to them to do so, 

"Mr. M., in reply to a very generai call, de- 
manded the previous question. 

The resolution and amendments were read. 

There was a second to the demand for the pre- 
yious question, and the main question was ordered 
to be now taken; (which main question was first 
on Mr. CHanDLer’s ee 

Mr. STEPHENS. of Georgia. I will ask the 
House to give me the yeas and nays. I am op- 

osed to all investigations of this kind, except | 
pose ul stigat f this kind pt | 
upon charges specifically made. | 

Mr. EWLNG made an inquiry of the Speaker | 
pot heard by the reporter, __ 

Mr. JONES. As Ldo not think that the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means want anything, to do | 
with the matter, | move that the whole subject lie 
upon the table, : 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio asked the yeas and nays; | 
which were ordered, and being taken, resulted 
yeas 96, nays 96; as follow: 

YEAS— Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Bocoek, Bokee, Boo:h, Bowdon, || 
Bowie, Breck, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Cole, Conger, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, N. Evans, || 
Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gout, Gould, Gaunell, Halio- | 
war, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, 
Holmes, Houston, Howe, Jas. L. Johnson, Jones, Kerr, D. 
p. King, G. G. King, J. G. King, J. A. King, Horace Mana, 
Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Meacham, 
Moore, Morehead, Morton, Ogie, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Pit- 
wan, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbing, Rockwell, Rose, Rum- 
sey, Sackett, Scherimerhoran, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Siives- 
ter, Spaulding, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, T. Stevens, Strong, 
Taylor, James Thompson, J. Thompson, ‘Thurman, || 
Toombs, Underhill, Vaa Dyke, Watkins, White, Williams, || 
Wilson, and Wintbrop—v6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aibeitson, Alston, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bissell, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burt, 
Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Uolcock, Conrad, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, 
Duncan, Dunham, E.imuud-on, Alexander Evans, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, Fatler, Gilmore, Gorman, Hall, Hamil- 
ton, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. Hanis, Hibbard, 
Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, Joseph 
W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Jobnson, Kaut- 
man, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, | 
Mason, McClernand, MeDonald, McDowell, RobertM. Me- 
Lane, McMullen, MeQueen, McWillie, Meade, Milles, | 
Milison, Morris, Morse, Vids, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robinson, Root, Ross, Savage, 
Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, William 
Taompson, Venable, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, and 
Young—9o. 

So the whole subject was not laid on the table. 

The question recurring on the amendment of | 
Mr. CuanDLER— 

All the propositions (on call of Mr. Orr and 
Mr. Sranton of Tennessee) were again read. | 

After some conversation on a point of order— 

Mr. SWEETSER asked the yeas and nays on 
the amendment of Mr, Caann.er. 

Mr. ORR moved that the House adjourn. 

The House refused to adjourn. . 

Mr. JONES submitted to the Chair whether | 
these amendments, as substitutes, were in order? | 
They changed entirely the character of the original | 
resolution; and, in respect to the amendment of | 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cuanp- 
LeR,} it seemed to him (Mr, J.) that it was not in 
order, because it was.so framed as to avoid one of | 
the standing rules of the House, which required | 
that resolutions calling for information should lie 
over one day; and this resolution, it seemed to 
him, would have the effect to make the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means the organ through which 
\o procure information that could not be obtained 
directly by resolution without lying over. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 
lt was now too late; but even if suggested at the 
right time, it would not, in the opinion of the 
Chair, have been valid. 

After a brief conversation— 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired if it was in order to 
move the reference of the whole subject to the | 
Committee on Public Expenditures ? 

The SPEAKER. It will not be in order, The | 

‘ouse is acting under the operation of the pre- | 
vious question. 

Mr. JONES made an inquiry of the Chair as 


the particular f the ‘ 
The CHAL state 0 question 


ee 











\IR again explained. r 
question was taken, and decided in the 

afirmative—yeas 106, nays 90; as follow: 
YEAS—Messrs, Alexander, Allen, Alston, Andersen, 


44st > 









GLOBE. 








Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, }| 
Breck, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butter, 
E. Carrington Cabell, Calvin; Casey, Chandler, Clarke, | 
Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Croweil, Deberry, Dickey, 
Dixon, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, 
Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Holla- 
day, Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, William T. Jack- 
son, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. 
Kiag, James G. King, John A. King, Marshall, Matteson, 
McGaughey, McKissock, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, 
Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Pitman, Putnam, 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Seddon, Shepperd, 
Silvester, Spaulding, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Strong, James 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Venable, Vinton, Waldo, Watkins, 
White, Williams, Wilmot, Wilson, and Winthrop—106. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartier, W. 
R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, 
Dunham, Edmundson, Featherston, Fiteh, Fuller, Gilmore, 
Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Hartan, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W.Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, 
Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Audrew 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnsen, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, 
Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mana, 
McCternand, McDonald, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, 
MeMulien, McQueen, Mesde, Milison, Morris, Morse, 
Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Potter, Powell, Richard- 
son, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Richard 
A. Stanton, Stetson, Sweeter, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
William Thompson, Walden, \ Fallace, Wentworth, Whit- 
tlesey, Wildrick, Wood, Woodward, and Young—90. 


So the amendment of Mr. CuHanpLer was 
agreed to. 


In this message the President says: ‘In reply 
‘ to that resolution I state that no such orders have 
‘been given. I herewith present to the Senate 
‘ copies of all the correspondence referred to in the 
‘resolution. All the other erders relating to the 
* subject-matter of the resolution have been. here- 
‘tofore commanicated-te the Senate. I have al- 
‘ready, in a former message, referred to the fact 
* that the boandary between Texas and New Mex- 
‘ico is disputed. I have now to state that inform- 
‘ation has been recently received that a certain 
‘Robert S. Neighbors, styling himself commia- 
‘stoner of the State of Texas, has proceeded to 
‘Santa Fé with the view of organizing counties in 
| ‘that district, under the authority cf Texas. 
‘While I have no power to decide the question of 
‘boundary, and no desire to interfere with it as a 
* question of title, ] have to observe that the posi- 
‘tion of the territory into which it appears that 
‘Mr. Neighbors has thus gone was actually ac- 
‘quired by the United States from Mexico, and 
* has since been held by the United States, and, in 
‘my Opinion, ought so to remain until the ques- 
‘tion of boundary sha!l have been determined by 
‘some competent authority. Meanwhile I think 
‘there is no reason for seriously apprehending 
‘that Texas will practically interfere with the pos- 
*‘ session of the United States. Z. Tarion.”” 


On motion of Mr. SEWARD, the message was 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed, 
Mr. WILLIAMS moved to lay the whole sub- | MEMORIALS AND PRTITIONS. 


ject on the table. | Mr. SEWARD seed i i 
ia . ; presented the proceedings of a 
Mr. BISSELL moved that the House adjourn, meeting held at the city of Jroy, in the State of 


= not en press the motion. | New York, in favor of a law abolishing the spirit 
chisbeas question being on the motion to lay on the } ration and corporal punishment in the navy of 
’ 


the United States; which were referred to the Com- 
Mr. SWEETSER asked the yeas and nays. mittee on Naval Affairs. ‘\ 
oo yeas and nays Saal not ordered. Also, the proceedings of a public meeting held 
‘The question was taken, and decided in the neg- || in the city of Hartford, Connecticut, to the same 
ative, without a division, y 


j effect; which were also referred to the Committee 
‘ the House refused to lay the subject on the | on Naval Affairs. ¥ 
table. 


f : . Also, a petition of inhabitants of Kingston, New 
Pending further action on the subject— York, male and female, asking that a public ves- 
A motion was made that the House adjourn, sel may be employed to convey delegates from the 

: Mr. JONES inquired, in case the House ad- United States to the peace convention at Frankfort; 

journed without taking up’ the bounty land bill || which was referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 

which had been made the special order for to-day, || fairs, 

if it would come es the special order to-morrow? Also, a petition from thirty-nine legal voters of 
The SPEAKER replied that it would come up || Elizabethtown, Essex county, New York, asking 

to-morrow, having been made the special order || that no State may hereafter be admitted into the 

for to-day, and from day to day anti! disposed of. || Union whose constitution does not prohibit the 
The question was taken and agreed to. 


7 existence of slavery within its limits. 
And the House adjourned. Also, a petition from forty-two legal voters of 





PETITIONS, &e. H the same place and State, asking that the right of 
Pa ger e : || trial by, jury may be secured by law to fugitive 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were ||). yes 


presented oe the rule, and referred to the appro- |/ Also, the petition of thirty-eight legal voters of 

a Sg Sy te iia Ai toh intel tekseas the same place and State, asking the repeal of jaws 
y r. NS: e petition o onn renare an p ; ic ™ J 

several others, citizens of Philadeiphia, Pennsylvania, man- for the support of slavery in the District of Colum 

ufacturers and laborers engaged in manulacturing tobacco bia. a ’ / . 

pipes, asking for an alteration of the present tariff, both as || Aiso, a petition from thirty-nine legal voters of 

to the duty on the manufactured article and on the raw ma- || the same place and State, asking that elavery anil 


terial. oa : 
By Mr. MEACHAM: The petition of J. and J. H. Peek, || the slave trade may be prohibited in all the Terri- 
and 200 citizens of Burlington ; also the petition of Horatio || tories of the use of the United States; all of which 


Needham and 90 citizens of Bristol, Vermont, asking a | were ordered to lie on the table. 
change in the revenue laws of 1546. Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted documents rela- 


_ By Mr. HOWE: The petition of William Gates and 63 || ,. : ~ : 
others, citizens of Venango county, Pennsylvania, praying | ting to the claim of Theodore E. Elliott, to com~ 


Congress to modify the tariff of 1846, change the principle, || pensation for a keel-boat delivered to the late Cher- 

= gee Gearets im Re a okee agent for the use of the United States; which 
y Mr. JACKSON, rorgia: “the memorial of the || were referred to the Committee on Indian Affaire. 

physicians of the city of Savannah, Georgia, in behalf of Mr. KING presented G cnientnaiatel von: didi 


the medical officers of the navy. : s 
By Mr. MCMULLEN: The petition of citizens of Wash- || of the State of Alabama against the United States 
| for interest on the deferred payments due said 


ington county, eee the establishment of a mail- 
| State on account of the five per cent. fund, under 


route from said ae North Carolina. 

By Mr. CAL 3 tition of A. J. Shugert and 63 | aes ‘ : . 
aun praying for a Pe of the ‘arilf of 1846. | the act for her admission into tbe Union; which 
By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition for a post-route || was referred to the Committee on Pubiic Lands. 
from Ottawa, via Brookfield, Wanponsia, and Mason, to On motion by Mr. CLEM ENS, 


Wilmington. 
Ordered, That the memorial of Seneca G, Simmons, on 








By Mr. McLANAHAN: Two petitions from citizens of | eca G 
Franklin county, Peunsylvania, for amendments to the laws || the files of the Senate, in relation to his liability for mony 
of the United States in relation to patent rights, and suits || stolen from his possession during the Metican war, be re- 
thereon. | ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and that the 
|| papers of the sume memorialist on file, asking compensation 





|| for services as secretary of the Creek and Osage comusis- 
IN SENATE. , || sioners, be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Monpar, June 17, 1850. || On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, 


A message was received from the President of || Ordered, That B. F. Mullen bave Jeave to withdraw his 
the United States, in answer to a resolution of || petition and papers from the files of the Senate, 
the Senate of the Ith instant, inquiring whether | Mr. CLAY. I have received a petition from 
any orders have been issued to any military offi- || John M, McGuire, a citizen of the State of Indiana, 
cers at Santa Fé to hold possession against the || a person with whom | was acquainted many years 
authority of Texas, or in any way to embarrass | ago, who was a volunteer in the late war with 
the exercise of her jurisdiction over that country, | Great Britain. He has never yet received aay- 
and to furnish the Genate with copies of any cor- || thing from the Government for his services except 
respondence on the subject. the pay he received. The petition is aecompanicd 
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received from his commanding officer, with whose | 
signature [ am well acquainted. 


sideration of their valne and of his present desti- 
tuts condition. 


| 


Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. | 
Mr. FELCH presented a memorial of citizens of | 
Wisconsin, asking the construction of a road from | 


Gireen Bay, in that State, to Fort Wilkins, in | 
Michigan; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Public Lands. 


MICHIGAN ON THE COMPROMISE. 

Mr. FELCH. I beg leave to present the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting held at the capital of the 
State of Michigan by members of a convention 
now in session at that place for the purpose of 
forming a new constitution for the State of Michi- | 
gan. They relate to the compromise bill, as it is 
ealled, and to the general principle of non-inter- | 
vention. The proceedings emanate from a body | 
of men of as high a character as any assemblage 
ever held in that State. I ask for them the respect. | 
ful consideration of the Senate, and thatthey may | 
be printed. I do not intend to be understood that 
they are the official action of the convention as a 
convention, but a very full assemblage, as | under- 
stand, of members of that convention, friendly to 
the compromise bill now pending. 


I request the Secretary to red the resolutions. || 


The resolutions were read as follow: 


Resolv d, That the great doctrine of Congressional non 
intervention in the domestic iegistation of the territories har- 
monizes with the true sMirit of our institutions, and is the 


only platform upon which the Democratic party of the || dered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for his | 


Onion can maintain ‘ts nationality ad its ascendancy. 
heol.e , That the general provisions contained in the 
© compromi-e bill,” now under consideration in the United 
States Senae. ought to receive the sanction of Congress 
The bill is conceived in a spirit of harmony, its provisions 
respect and preserve the rights of the different sections of 
the Union; and the tendency of its passage will be to allay 
agit tion, secure peace vad tranquillity, and set at rest the 
enly queation which threatens the stabitity of the Union, 
Resolwed, That he Democracy of Michigan have witnessed 


our distinguished Senator, General Lewis Cass, in behalf 

ot the National Union. Pincing bimeelf in the breach and 

steinming a current of popular prejudice and fanaticism, as 

relentiess and proseriptive in its character as itis sectional 

and destructive in its objects, he hrs achieved a moral tri- | 
umph no less creditable to himself than it is salutary in its 
results upon the permanency of our republican form of Guv- 
emmmnent, 


Resolved, That Henry Cray, who, in the evening of his || 


days, has left the retirement which is co congenial to bis de. | 
chaning years, and become a pacificator in the difficulties 

which divide the differengsections of the country, is entitied | 
to the thanks ofthe American people. 


Mr. FELCH. I move that the resolutions lie 
on the table and be printed. ‘Phe motion to hie on 
the table was agreed to, and the motion to print 
was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

AMENDMENT IN THE PATENT LAWS. 

Mr. PRATT. I hold in my hand a petition | 
from a number of citizens of Maryland, asking a 
change in the patent laws. Under the practice in 


Maryland, and I suppose it is so in other States of | 


it 
| 


|| charged from the further consideration of the same; 


the Union, after a party supposes that he has ob- 
tained a patent, and has erected machinery to carr 
on the manufacture he has patented, it frequently | 
happens that some person, supposing there has | 
been a violation of an antecedently granted patent, | 
files 9 bill in chancery, and the court of chancery | 
issues an injunction, by which great injury is done | 
to the party supposing he has properly obtained a | 
patent. The prayer of the petition is, that the law | 
may be amended in this regard. I hope the Com- | 
mittee on Patents will take this petition in charge, | 
and prepare amegdments to the bill now pending | 
before the Senate, before it shall come up again, in 
accordance with the prayer of this petition. 
™~ "Phe memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 
CORRECTION. 

Mr. FOOTE, [rise to perform a rather pain- | 
fal duty, but one that I cannot well avoid. | have 
hall oveasion heretofore to bear testimony to the 
general accuracy of the reporters for the Intelli- 
gencer, a8 well as for the Union. I certainly en- 
tertain the same opinion of their general accuracy 
as | formerly expressed. Bui l ws misunder- 
etood so the other day in a few remarks 
that 1 made, that I feel bound at once to correct 
them, as it would place me otherwise in a ridicu- 
lous are I was saying to the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. Burien] that he had shown 
himself to be not a good * States-right’’ man, and 


__ FED CONGRESSIONAL’ 


by @ certificate of the very honorable discharge he | that the views which he had put forward were not dered to a third reading, 


He asks of Con- | 
gress some remuneration for his services, in con- | 


I referred to the 
well known incident, familiar to us all, of Mr. Pitt 
having said, after a tory dinner, in relation to Mr, 
| Fox, that he intended to * un- Whig the gentleman 

forlife.’”’ Lam reported as saying “I recollect it 
| wae said lvy a distinguished member of the British 

Parliament, William Pitt the younger, that Mr. 
| Fox had made a speech, after he had gone home 


| in accordance with his creed. 


to dinner, that he intended to wnwig him for life.” | 
| There are other important mistakes; but as I have || 
| been kindly promised an opportunity of revising || 


my remarks to appear in the columns of the Inielli- 


| gencer to-morrow, | forbear to make further cor- | 
But I felt bound to protest againat | 


| rections now. 
this particular report, and to express my regret 


| that the reporters did not, as usual, furnish me | 


| with the notes of my remarks. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| | 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee “on Public | 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to grant to | 
the State of Missouri a certain quantity of public | 
land for objects of internal improvement, which, | 
added to the quantity heretofore granted to this | 

| State for that purpose, shall make it equal to the | 
quantity heretofore granted to any other State for | 
the same purpose, reported back the bill with an 


| amendment. 

Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Frederick 
| Dixon, of Jackson county, lowa, asking remuner- 
| ation for wounds. received in the late war with 
| Great Britain, submitted a report, which was or- 


| relief, which was read and passed to a second 
| reading. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was | 


referred a petition of John W. Mount, asking an 


increase of his pension for the loss of his right | 


| eye in the late war with Mexico, submitted a 
| report in writing, concluding with asking to be 


same; which was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of citizens of Clay county, 
| Indiana, asking that apension be granted to the 
| widow of Thomas West, late a soldier in the, war 


|| with Mexico, submitted a report in writing, which | 
was ordered to be printed, asking to be discharged | 


from the further consideration of the same; which 
| was agreed to. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was | 


referred certain papers and documents in aid of 


'| the claim of Famous Mortimer, for an increase of 


| pension, submitted a reportin writing, which was 
ordered to be printed, asking to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same; which was 
agreed to. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was || 
referred the petition of Silas Chatfield, asking ar- 
|| rears of pension, submitted a report in writing, | 


i 


which was ordered to be printed, asking to be dis- 


| 


|| which was agreed to. 


Also, from the same committee, to which. was 
| referred House bill 
| Whicker, reported back the same without amend- 
ment, and recommended its passage. 
Also, from the same commitiee, to which was 
referred House bill for the relief of Anna Griffin, 


recommended its passage. 

Also, from the same committee, to. which was 
referred the joint resolution from the Howse of 
Representatives, explaining the acts of 17th of 

| July, 1838, March 3d, 1843, and June 17ch, 1844, 
| reported back the same without amendment, 
| Also, from the same committee, to which was 
| referred House bill for the relief of Jacob Zimmer- 
| man, reported back the same with an amendment. 
Mr. JONES. The amendment is a trifling one, 
and consists simply in making the pay commence 
the 2ist of April, 1848, instead of the first of Jan- 
uary, 1850. The bill has been twice passed be- 
fore, and lost in one or the other branch of Con- 
gress for want of time. I am imstructed by the 
committeee to ask that the amendment be now 
considered. . 

The motion having been agreed to, the amend- 
ment was read,and the bill considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and the amendment was 
concurred in; and no further amendment having 
been offered, it was reported to the Senate, or- 


| reported back the same without amendment, and | 
| 


GLOBE. 


with unmingled and hearttele pride, the patriotic eflorts of | discharged from the further consideration of the | 


for the relief of William | 


Sune 17, 
poo and read a third time and 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. HALE submitted. the following reso! 
which lies over one day under the rules: 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
| to cestify to the Secretary of the Senate the amount wh, b 
|| Wm. M. Belt was entived to receive for printiag ten thinw 
| sand copies of the opinions of the Supreme Court o) the 
|| United States, in the ewes Smith es. Turner, and Norris .. 
| the city of Boston, under bis contract, and that the Seer. 


ution, 


| tary be direeted to retain from what may be due to the suiq 

Win. M. Belt for other printing done by him for the se 
| the difference ‘between what he was legality entitied 
ceive and the sum which be actually reeeived. 


DAMAGE BY MILITARY OCCUPATION, 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, th, 
Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole 
to the consideration of Senate bill No. 231, for the 
relief of George Poindexter. 

Mr. KING. 1 wish the Senator from Misgis. 
sippi would state whether he knows of any jp. 
stance of a similar payment bemg made. We 
have no information as to the degree of injury 
sustained by this individual im consequence of ihe 
occupancy of his land by the Kentucky regiment, 
We have heretofore had some estimate 

Mr. DAVIS. A very brief explanation, | hope, 
will suffice to satisfy Senators of the merit of ihe 
claim. Troops, called for during the Mexican war, 
from the State of Kentucky, were received and 
mustered into the service of the United States, at 
Louisville, Kentucky. When they arrived there, 
(cavalry and infantry,) oc tents were on hand to 
shelter them if they wentinto encampment. This 
want of camp equapsge was the result of a want 
| Gf appropriation, and is, therefore, if a fault, one 
which lies at our door—we, the Congress of the 
United States. By permission of the agent having 
charge of the property, these troops were quar- 
tered ona tract of land belonging to George Poin- 
dexter, which is known as the Oak!and race-course, 
| The sheds and stables on this property served to 
shelter the men and horses, and formed for them 
|| adesirablecantonment. Soon thereafter, the owner 
'| of the property, Mr. Poindexter, arrived, and ob- 
|| jeeted to the occupation of it by the troops. Upon 
|| an interview with the commanding officer, General 
|| Wool, and the quartermaster of the United States 
| army on duty there, he (Mr. Poindexter) agreed 
that the troops might remain, for compensation, (o 
be determined by assessing the damage done to the 
| property when the cantonment should be aban- 
doned. They remained, as it appears by the evi- 
| dence on the table, under this understanding, and, 
| when removed, Mr. Poindexter called on three 
|| gentlemen of high respectability, resident in Louis- 
| ville, to act for him in the assessment of the dam- 
|| ages, (the quartermaster appointing no one on the 
|| part of the United States.) Two of those selected ° 
by the claimant met, examined the property, and 
assessed the injury sustained by its occupation 
whilst in possession of the troops. This award 
was sent to the quartermaster, who then, with an 
officer of great experience, visited the premises, 
and expressed the opinion that the award was 
reasonable, and (it appears from the correspon- 
dence See aut the report) said to the agent 
of the property that he would have assessed higher 
damages than the referees had done. But the con- 
tract not being in strict conformity to the forms of 
the quartermaster’s department, it was submited 
to the Quartermaster General, with an explanatory 
and recommendatory letter. The Quartermaster 
General decided against the claim, because it incla- 
'| ded the question of damages for injury done to the 
|| property, and, by the regulations of the army, the 
|| commanding officer was made responsible for dam- 

age done to private property by his command. It 

seems, therefore, to have been a difficulty about 
terms; for the damage alleged was the consequence 
| of the use and occupation of the property by the 


tate, 
Ww re. 











troops. 

The claimant has presented his case in language 
objected to. Had he asked the same amount as's 
now. claimed in different terms, it would have been 


paid, as appears from the letter of the Quarter- 
master General, on presenting this case to the Sec- 
retary of War during the present session of Con- 
gress, in which hé admits that the amount is but a 
reasonable allowance for the use and occupation of 
rent of the property; but that the claim, by pre 
senting the question of damages, involves @ prin- 
ciple whith he deemed it essential to maintain: 
that is, the regulation which makes the commander 


| 















1850. 
———— = 
nsible for injury done to private property, 
and the Government bound only for the use. _ The 
Quartermaster General’s leer brings my mind to 
the conclusion that if the account had been simply | 
for the use and occupation, it would have been | 
idoapresentation. The equity being established, 
we ean have no difficulty such as the accounting 
officers encountered, and the object of this bill is 
simply to Femove the obstacle inierposed by terms, 
and which prevents the settlement of an equitable 
our. KING. What is the amount? 

Mr. DAVIS. About $1,500. 

Mr. KiNG. How long was the land occupied? 

Mr. DAVIS. £ do not recollect; the papers | 
will show what was the award and time of occu- | 

ton. " 

Thece being no proposition to amend, the bill 
was reported back to the Senate, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. It was subse- 
quently read a third time and passed. | 


PRIVATE BILL. | 
} 


respo 


On motion by Mr. DAWSON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider Senate bill No. 130, being the 
bill for the relief of Mrs. Margaret Hetzel, widow 
and administratrix of A. R. Hetzel, late Assist- | 
ant Quartermaster in the army of the United 


States. ‘ . : 

Mr. DAWSON. I will merely state that this 
bill was unanimously reported from the Commit- 
teeon Military Affairs. It is to settle an. unad- 
justed account between the paymaster and the ad- 
ministratrix of a deceased quartermaster. 

Mr. HALE. 1 want to inquire if the bill is 
limited to any amount? 

Mr. DAWSON. $12,988 74. 

Mr. HALE. I call for the reading of the re- 

ort. 

: And it was accordingly read, as follows: 

«The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Mrs. Margaret Hetzel, widow and 
ad.uinistrat ix of A. R. Hetzel, late assistant quartermaster 
in the army of the United States, report: | 

«“ That it appears that ber busband died on the 20th day | 
of July, i847, at Louisville, in the State of Kenuicky, in at- 
tempting to reach home, a ter a most laborious service at | 
the city of Vera Cruz, during the siege by the troops of the 
United States, leaving the memorialist, his widow, and 
tree children. 

“That the deceased had served in the quartermaster’s 
department more than twelve years previous to his death, 
and had disbursed large suins of money for the Government; 
that his accounts have all been setiled at the Treasury. 

“ Tuat in the account rendered by the deceased for a part 
of the third quarter of the year ]03s, the following item, 
charged by him to the United States, was disallowed at the 
Treasury, viz: 

“+ Pereentage on disbursements, on accouut of the ap- 
propriation for preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities, 
from the 4th day of July, 1836, to the 3th of September, 
1838, $519,549 78, at two and a half per-cent., $12 988 74.’ 

“lt will be noticed that that duty was entirely disconnect- 
ed with hie regular quartermaster’s account, which was 
covered by his official bond; but, during this very period, 
his official disbursements on account of the army amounted 
to several hundred thousand dollars, which was duly closed 
at the Treasury Department. 

“ Upon the account presented by the deceased, in which 
the foregoing item is found, is the following memorundam, 
wader his own hand, in explanation of the charge: * 

««The amount charged as percentage is not retained, but 
the undersigned cannot but consider it as a just and equita- 
ble claiin against the Government, in consequ-nee of the 
unu-ual and extraordinary responsibilities he assumed while 
on duty as ptincipal qaartermaster in the Cherokee nation. 
The tunds placed in his hands, amounting to nearly 3709,- 
0.0, owing to the system of accountability he established, 
were disbursed in such a manner that Government lost 
nothing by the defaleation of agents, whom it became ne- 
cessary to employ from time to time to assistin furnishing 
Supp'ies, procuring transportation, &c., at the various posts 
in the Cherokee nation. His duties were arduous in the 
extreme, as the several commanding officers, under whose 
orders he was acting, can testify; and as the money ex- 
pended, on which he claimed a per-centum, was out of an 
appropriation distinct from the regular army appropriation, 
he considers it, to say the least, equitable, and that it ougit 
to be allowed.’ : 

“To show the faithfulness and striet honor and honesty 
which marked the character of this officer, and the reetitude 
of his transactions, the committee bave extracted from the 
same Recount the following item: 

‘Premium ou Teanessee funds, $337.’ This item is ex- 
plained thus: 
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premium in Tennessee currency, varying from five to ten 


per-centom. The funds thus obtained were paid out, as far- 
4s practicable, as they were received—the premium received 
on the drifts bein to nts. In liquidating small 
accounts the pre Was not calculated, which explains 
the above entry? > 

* By the actor 


of the 3d of March, it seems 
after ee act, 


that claims of this 


| bill ought not to pass. 


pending for adjustment before ¢ of that jaw; there- 
fore they cateeins that the clan or re - Margaret Hetzel, 
widow and ad«inistratrix of A. R. Hetzel, tate assistant 
quartermaster in the army ofthe United States, be allowed, 
and Liat the certificates of Major General Winfield Seottand 
Major General John G. Wool, marked A and 6, showing the 
justice of this claim, be annexed and considered a part of 
this report, and be printed with it.” 


Mr. DAWSON. | hold in my hand a letter | 
from General Scott, and also one from General 
Wool, which I will read, if desired. The letiers | 
are not long, and they confirm every thing stated, 
and show the equity and justice of the claim. 
Here is the letter of General Scott: 

«From 1836 until the actual removal of the Cherokees | 
west, in 1838, Captain A. R. Hetzel was the principal quar- 
termaster of the army on daty in that Indian cotiniry, em- 


bracing parts of North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, and 
Alabama.” 


Mr. ATCHISON. Ireally do not think there 
is any necessity for reading the letter. All the | 
facts are stated in the report. 

Mr. DAWSON. Very well; I yield with 
pleasure. . 

Mr. HALE. I have listened somewhat atten- 
tively to the report, and it seems to me that this | 
If | understand the matter, 
this quartermaster was employed in disbursing 
certain sums that came into his hands, which did | 
not come properly and legitimately within his duty, | 
and he claims a percentage or commission of | 
twelve thousand and*odd dollars. Now, we all | 
know that claims of this sort have of late been | 
multiplied against the Government. Whenever | 
an officer is discharged, and there is a deficiency 


in the funds of the Government that have come || 


into his hands, it is made up by charging a pretty 
extravagant commission. Some of these claims | 
go back, covering the whole time the parties have | 
been in office. In some cases, suits have been 

brought to recover these claims, and | believe they 


have been allowed by juries, in contradiction to | 


the express decision of the accounting officer of 
the Treasury. It seems that this claim has been 
refused by the accounting officer of the Treasury, 
and it would be a very dangerous precedent to pass 
this bill¥n direct contradiction of the act of 1839. 

Mr. DAWSON. 
of 1839, the question was settled by Congress- 


I will state, that by the act | 
ional action, as stated by the Senator from New | 
Hampshire; but the case now before us existed | 
prior to that time, and therefore does not come | 





within the provisions of that act. This was the 
unanimous decision of the committee. | will read 
the letters of Generals Scott and Wool, to show 
the facts of the case, and to serve as a reply to the 


views presented by the Senator from New Hamp- | 


shire. Here is the remainder of General Scott's 
letter: : 


“To effect the removal of the Indians, a large volunteer 
force was assembled and made to overspread the whole 
Cherokee nation, by being divided into many detachments, 
at separate posts. The agents of the Quartermaster’s De- 
partment at these several posts were employed in the dia- 
bursement of funds, placed by the Government in the hands 


| 
| 





of Captain Heizel. He was obliged to appoint these agents, 
from the want of Government agents, and to instruct them 
in their duties, as well as b come responsible for their acts 
to an enormous amount,and thus assumed unusual an 

extraordinary responsibilities. 

“Having myself been employed as the commander of 
the troops in the Cherokee country at the time that the 
removal of the tndians was effected, viz: from eariy in 
May to the middle of November, in 1838, { take plea<ure 
in bearing testimony to the arduous and able servi es then 
rendered by Captain. Heizel, and believe that while the 
extraordinary responsibilities he assumed greatly facilitated 
the operations of removing the Indians, they could not have 
been required of him hy the Government, and were, there- 
fore, eminently extra-official, for which, it seems, his now 
destitute family may reasonably claim extra compensation. 

WINFIELD SCOTT.” 

General Wool says; 

« Captain Hetzel was long known to me as an intelligent, 
active, and effici. ntofficer. He served under my command, 
in the Cherokee nation, from the Lt of July, 1836; to the Ist 
of July, 1837, During this ge his duties were highly 
onerous and responsible, e was chief of the Quarter- 
master’s Department in that country, and [ held tim re- 
sponsible for the faithful performance of the duties of all 
anbordina es in the department. As it was the practicg at 
this time for the War Department to allow for extra services, 
I know of no officer who could claim, with greater justice, 
compensation for onerous and extra services than can 
Captain Hetzel. He was faithful wo the last degree. 

‘- In 1846, the war, he again became sub- 
ject to my au when he rendered important services, 
in preparing and providing the means of transporting the 
volunteers to their distant After which, he was 
engaged in eae 
tion of the troops era Cruz. Being 
place, he contracted a disease which com 
for his home, but : iam , before his arrival, 


carried to his 
T trust his claim receive al) the attention and con- 
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sideration which is justly due to gallant, efficieat, and ex- 
traordinary services. JOHN G. WOOL.” 

I will state that Captain Hetzel paid upwards of 
a million dollars into the Treasury in the course of 
one year, Without retaining a single cent for this 
extra service, but merely claiming it by a memo- 
randum. After that, he was called into Service in 
Mexico, and wax unable to prosecute his claim here. 
Since his death his widow has applied for it, and 
Lthink it but reasonable and equitable that it 
should be paid. [ bope, after this explanation, 
that the Senator from New Hampspire will with- 
draw his opposition, I may add, thattwo and a 
half was the regular percentage allowed in cases 
of this description prior to the passage of the act 
of 1839. I will regd what the committce say on 
the subject of that act: 

* By the act of Congress of the od of March, 1839, it seems 
that claims of this char cter, after the passage of said act, 
were to be disallowed, and it was no doubt intended to cut 
off all claims net founded in justice; but your comnitice 
are of opimion that that act should not be applied in retation 
to a claiin in itself reasonable and just, and which is not 
embraced within its provisions, but was existing and pead- 
ing for adjustment before the passage of that law.” 

Mr. HALE. My impression is that the act of 
1839 was not intended to establish any rule; but 
that it was a declaratory act, declaring the sense 
of Congress against making these allowances. IL 
suppose that all Departments of the Government 
considered this an abuse, and it was to remedy 
that abuse that the act of March 3, 1839, was 
passed, ard the intention of it was to cut off all 
allowances of this sort. 1 hope Senators. will 
pause before they give a legislative sanction to a 
measure of this sort. 

Mr. WHITCOMB, I desire to know what is 
the amount proposed to be granted by the bill? 

Mr. DAWSON. I will read the statement of 
the committee: 

“ This claim was made in an account rendered by my 
husband in the third quarter of 1838, in the following item, 
viz: 

‘Percentage on disbursements, on account of the appro- 
priation ‘for preventing and suppressing Indian hostiliues,’ 
from the 4th of July, 1896, to the 30th of Bepiember, 1858, 
$519,549 78, at 2) per cent., $12,988 74.” 


“Phe followmg explanauon of this charge is in my bus- 
band’s own handwriting: 


“The amount charged as percentage is not retained, 
but the undersigned cannot but consider it as a just and 
equitable claim against the Government, in consequence 
ot the unusual and exiraordinary respons; bilities he assumed 
while on duty as principal quartermaster in the Cherokve 
nation. The funds placed in his hands, amounting te pearly 
$700 000, owing to the system of accountability he estab- 
lished, were disbursed in such a manner that the Govern- 
ment lost nothing by the defalcation of agenta, whom it be- 
came necessary t» employ from time to time, in furnishing 
supplies, providing transportation, &c., at the various posts 
iu the Cherokee nation. His duties were arduows in the 
extreme, as the several commanding officers, under whore 
orders he was acting, can testify; and as the money ex- 
pended, upoa which he claims a per-cenium, Was out of an 
appropriation distinct from the regular army appropriation, 
he considers it, to say the least, equitable, and that it ought 
te be allowed. A. B. Herzet, 

“Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.” 

That is the memorandum of Captain Hetzel, 
made at the time to the Treasury Department. Of 
the immense amount of surplus funds that re- 
mained in his hands, not a cent did he-detain, but 
forwarded the whole to the ae Departinerit. 
He did not even demand payment for these extra 
services, but merely forwarded this memorandum 
to the Government. If ever there was a case of 
the kind which entitled the individual to the indal- 
gence and liberality of this body, this is the case; 
eapecially, when we recollect that he has le(t a 
widow and two or three children entirely depend- 
ent on the services he rendered his country, and 
in which country’s service he died; and when they 
claim what is justly due him, are we not bound 
in liberality, bound in equity, bound in justice, to 
pay it? 

Mr. HALE. I ask the indulgence of the Sen- 
ate while | read the section of the act of 1839: 

“ Beit further enacted, ‘i'hat no officer in any branch of 
the public service, or any person whose salary, or pay, or 
emoluments is or are fixed by law and regulations, sball re- 
ceive any extra allowance Or Compensation in any form 
whatever, for disbarsements of public money, or the per- 
formance of any other service, uniess said extra allowauce 
or compensation be authorized by law.” 


] remember something about the abuses which 
this wes intended to remedy. At the time when 
treasury notes were issued, the Register anil 
Treasurer filed a claim, charging a cent a piece for 
signing their names to these wae notes, and 
their claim was allowed and paid. The object of 
Congress in passing this act, was to meet cases of 
this kind, and to cut off these extra allowances; 
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and it seems to me that it would apply to all cases | 
that had taken place before its passage, as well as | 
after, because it does not alter the law, but simply | 
anys that they shall not receive extra pay, unless | 
the same is allowed by law. The very object of | 
it was to cut off allowances of this sort. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I think that the 
Senator from New Hampshire is’ partly correct; 
but at the same time he falls into very great crrors. | 
it is true, that provision of the law which he has | 
read, was intended to stop what was not consid- 
ered to be founded on law, but on abuse in custom. 
it was to stop the payment of a per centage on | 
disbursements, which had grown, it was thought, | 
into a great evil. But the Senator from New | 
Hampshire, | think, is not particularly informed | 
of the facts of the case. In the first place, no per- 
eentage is charged by the widow of the late Cap- | 
tain Hetzel for disbursements made as quarter- 
master; it is disbursements made when removing | 
the Indians, which constitute, I think, the whole | 
sum on which any percentage is charged, It is | 
not, therefore, such a case as was contemplated 
by that law. It is not charging per centage on | 
disbursements proper to his official capacity, but 
on disbursements extra-official. Now, it.will be | 
in the remembrance of every Senator who hears | 
me, that at the close of the Mexican war we 
passed a special act, which renewed this custom or 
usage of percentage to paymasters who had been | 
disbursing money to volunteer troops, because | 
there was a great risk and hazard both before and | 
after the time of payment; and it was extra-official 
in the sense contemplated, when that provision in 
the law of 1839 was passed. This officer, when 
he closed these disbursements, was, under the cus- | 
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|| does not discriminate on its face between proapec- 





tom of that day, entitled toa percentage on the 
amount. Had he then returned to this city, made 
out his account, and claimed the percentage, it 
would have been paid over to him at once. Instead 


out of the proper line of his duty, and remained 


could be settled, until he lost his life in the service | 


of his country. Then, afier the passage of this 
law, his widow asks of Congress that they shall | 
give to his bereaved family exactly that sum which | 
her husband would have received, if he had re- 
turned immediately to this place, presented his 


ments made before the passage of the law which 
the Senator from New Hampshire quotes. It is | 
not perfectly within the restriction of that law. 
But of course when the widow went to the Treas- | 
ury Department, or to the accounting officer, she | 


account, and claimed percentage for pein’ 
| 


was answered by the law which the Senator from | 


New Hampshire has read; and it is for that very 
reason that she comes to Congress. If the claim | 
were a clear one under the law, why should she 
be here? But the widows and orphans of the of- | 
ficers who sacrificed their lives in the land-service 
of their country are allowed nothing. It is well 
known that the pay of an officer is too small for 
him to leaveanything. They are not on the same 
footing, either as to pay during their lives, or pro- 
vision made for their families after their deaths, 
on which you place the navy. This is a case in 
which equity and not law should be considered. 
The widow comes to us to ask equity, and not the 
rigid construction of the letter of the law. 


Mr. SEWARD. Will the Senator allow me to | 


ask him what was the pay of Captain Hetzel at 
tye time this claim grew up? 
Mr. DAVIS. He was a captain and quarter- 
master. 1 suppose his pay was about $1,500. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. t think it would be un- 


just to give this act of 1839, a retrospective opera- | 


tion, and for this reason: A great many persons 
obtained these extra allowances; and if you gave 
the act a retrospective operation, it would permit 
them to retain what they have received and cut 
out others equally entitled to it. I do not think 
we ought to make the distinction, 

Mr, DAVIS, of Mississippi.. There are very 
few disbursing officers who did not return and get 
the percentage. I doubt if he can find three cases. 
1 do not know, one case precisely like this. 

Mr, UNDERWOOD... That is precisely what 


I say. 
Mr. DAViS. I thought you said there were a 
great mane 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. A great many who had 
received their percentage. 
Mr. DAVIS. .Ah! 1 beg your pardon. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. At the time this subject 
was agitated in 1839, it was thought to be a great 
abuse which ought to be corrected, but the design 
was to make the bill operate prospectively, not 
retrospectively, and my remark was, that if you 
give it a retrospective operation in this case, you 
will be tolerating and sanctioning in the ease of 
those who have already received it, what under 
similar circumstances you are refusing to others. 
[ am opposed, therefore, to making the distinc- 
tion, especially in this particular case. I woul 
ask the Senate not to discriminate against a gen- 
tleman who, in my opinion, from the facts stated 
here, presents himself in the most laudable point 
of view—a gentleman who has said ‘‘although the 
‘practice heretofore has been to retain the per- 
‘centage, I will not retain it, but make my memo- 
‘randum and leave it to the Government.” I do 
not blame the Executive Department for refusing 
to pay the claim under this law, because the law 


tive and retrospective operation. [t is general, 
and merely says that this thing shall not be done. 
They have taken the letter of the law, therefore, 


to govern their conduct, and they have acted prop- | 
erly under the law. But we cannot refuse to make | 
this payment without making the unjust discrimi- | 
|| nation which I have suggested. 
There being no proposition to amend, the bill 


was then reported back to the Senate, and the 
question stated to be on ordering it to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 


Mr. BENTON. I wish to say a single word. 


|| [ know something of the merits of this officer. 


I know his merits to have been great. The ser- 
vices which he rendered to his country were 
great, and most faithfully and patriotically ren- 
dered, and he has died in the service of his coun- 


| try, leaving a small family greatly in want. I 
ald || shall most cordially vote for the bill. 
of this, he continued to perform this extra service | 


Mr. GREEN. It is, perhaps, properthat I should 


|| state that I concurred with the committee in recom- 
thas separated from any place where his account 
i 
| 


mending this bill, and Idid it on the ground which 
has beef taken by the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Unperwoop,} thatitis only placing thi® officer 
onthe same ground with others who received 
their pay pay prior to the passage of theact. We 
regarded the act itself as interposing a technical 
difficulty which the accounting officer of the Gov- 
ernment could not get over, but we considered that 
this was just the casein which Congress ought to 
interfere—one where the letter of the jaw is against 
the claimant, but where its equity and spirit are 
entirely in his favor. 

Mr. HALE. The facts stated by several Sen- 
ators show that the construction put upon the 


|| act by the treasury officers was, that it did apply 


to everybody. Again, | understand the Senator 
who introduced this bill [Mr. Dawson] to admit 
that this is an abuse, and that the act of 1839 
was passed to remedy the abuse. Then what 
does he do? Why, he says that inasmuch as this 
officer did not hive long enough to partake of the 
abuse, we must pass a law to enable his widow 
to take advantage of the abuse at the present time. 
With regard to the family, I look upon that as 
altogether extraneous. There area great many 
poor families in the country, large and small, but 
we ought not ic be influenced in our legislation 
by matters of this sort. 

Mr. CLAY. I move to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Oh no! let us 
take the vote. 

Mr. CLAY. You cannot get a vote. Every- 
body understands the principle, and yet Senators 
will go on discussing it. 

A Senator. There will be no more speeches 
on it. 

Mr. CLAY... .L will withdraw the motion to 
lay on the table, then, if gentlemen will cease 
talking. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. HALE called for the yeas and nays on 
the engrossment of the bill, which were ordered, 
and on being taken, resulted as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 
Bright, Clarke, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Daw- 
— a ton, Dodge of Wisconsin, of lowa, Do’ 
en, 


Seward, Soulé Spruance, Stu urney, Underwood. 
Wales, Webster, and Yulee—33. m : 

ee ate tee Hale, Pearce, Walker, and Whit- 
comb—5. 


The bill was then read a third time, and the 
question stated to be upon its passage. ' 
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Mr. WHITCOMB. 1 beg leave to read another 
section of the law which cannot have been present 
to the minds of the committee when they reported 
this bill. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Will the honorable member 
allow me to suggest that the further consideration 
of the bill should be postponed? 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I am perfectly Willing, 

The further consideration of the bill was then 
postponed till to-morrow. 


BILLS FROM HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs, 

The bill from the House of Representatives 
amendatory of an act to carry into effect certain 
provisions of the treaties between the Unite 
States and China and the Ottoman Porte, approved 
the 11th August, 1848, was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee 9 
Foreign Relations. 

The bili from the House to supply a def. 
ciency in the appropriation for the service of the 
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1850, was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The bill from the House authorizing the Legis. 
lative Assemblies of Minnesota and Oregon Terri. 
tories, to prolong their next annual session to a 
period of ninety days, was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Territories. 

THE COMPROMISE BILL. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill providing for the admission of Califor. 


| nia into the Union asa State, for establishing ter. 








Greene, Houston, aaa orris, Pratt, Rusk, | 


ritorial goveraments for Utah and New Mexico, 
and making proposals to Texas for the settlement 
of her northern and western boundaries 

‘bhe pending question was the amendment offered 
by Mr. Dickinson to Mr. Soure’s amend ment. 

At the suggestion of Mr. HALE, the 30th sec- 
tion of the bill, relating to the Territory of New 
Mexico, was amended so as to make it correspond 
with the 13th section relating to Utah, previously 
amended by the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY. The amendment pending is that 
which is offered by the Senator from New York, 
{[Mr. Dicxinson,] who is now absent, to the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Louisiana, 
[Mr. Soute.] The Senator from New York had 
no very great preference for his amendment, 
although he preferred the phraseology of it, and | 
rather shoul have preferred it myself; but being 
entirely indifferent for his part, he authorized me, 
before he left, to withdraw his amendment, and in 
pursuance of that authority | withdraw it, leaving 
the question pending on the proposition of the 
Senator from Louisiana. 

The amendment was withdrawn by the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. BUTLER. I was about making a few 
remarks in reply to the Senator from Mississippi, 
at the time the Senate adjourned on Saturday. It 
is not my wish to take up the time of the Senate, 
further than to present,in a distinct form, the 
propositions which I then barely indicated. My 
friend from Mississippi said that he was going (0 
‘un-Whig” me, or deprive me of the right of 
being considered a ‘‘State-rights’” man. The 

roposition that I laid down was, that Congress, 
by virtue of its Tn under the Constitution, 
had jurisdiction over the territories; there ts no 
metaphysics in that. I further intimated that l 
believed, pro tanto, it was the sovereign power to 
the extent that it could be exercised under the 
Constitution of the United States; and I further- 
more maintained that the safest mode of admitting 
new States is to pursue precedent and usage, and 
to allow no State to come into the Union that had 
not applied to Congress in the first instance to 
form.a constitution; and that on presenting that 
constitution it should be admitted into the Union, 
because when the ee during their territorial 
existence, meet to form.a State constitution with- 
out such authority from ress, they necessa- 
rily form it.in a way to accommodate themselves 
to the ae , and to propitiate the prevailing 
power in this Governme®t. 1 know this doctrine 
is in conflict with the opinions of the school of 
politicians who believe the people who first 
settle inthe territories have a species. of spol: 
neous sovereignty sptinging up. I believe there 
are philosophers who believe in the spontaneous 
toe ttd xp Pedoe i seed, I believe they 
may be very issed with that class of politt- 
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IN SENATE, | 
Twespay, June 18, 1830. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate | 
a communication from the Secretary of State, made 
in compliance with a resolation of the Senate of the 
15th instant, calling for any evidence in said de- 
partment of vexatious suits instituted in any of the | 
courts of admiralty in the United States against | 
foreign vessels, transmitting documents containing 
all the information in the department in relation to | 
the subject. 
On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 
Ordered, ‘That the documents be referred to the Committee | 
on Commerce, 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of Isaac || 
Fill, asking the protection of the Government in || 


certain libel suits instituted againat him in conse- | 
quienes of his official acts while in the service of 
the Post Office Department, and an investigation 
of the manner in which certain contracts have been 
awarded by that department; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a memorial of physi- 
cians and members of medical associations in 
Savannah, Georgia, asking that.the rank of medi- | 
cal officers in the navy may be assimilated by law 
with that of officers of like grades in the medical 
steff of the army; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. CASS, 

Ordered, That the petition of John Bronson, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the || 
Judiciary, to which was referred the memorial of || 





Louisiana Elizabeth Lee Alice Ripley, (now Mrs. 
Lowson,) the only surviving child of the late Ele- 
azer W. Ripley, asking payment for the amount 
due her father by the United States courts, sub- 


mitted a report in writing, which conclades that it || 


is inexpedient to grant the claim. 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the same committee, made 
a minority report on the same ease, which was 
likewise ordered to be printed, accompanied by a 
bill for the relief of L. FE. Li. A. Lawson, sole sur- 
viving heir of General Eleazer W + Ripley. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Finance, | 
to which was referred the memorial of the West | 
Feljiciana Railroad Company, asking a remission 
of duties on certain importations of railroad iron, | 
submitted a report, which was ordered to be print- 
ed, accompanied by a bill for the relief of the West 
Feliciana Railroad Company; which was read and | 
passed to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 


The report was 





referred House bill to supply a deficiency in the || 


appropriation for the service of the fiscal year 
ending June.30, 1250, reported back the same with- 
out amendment, and asked its immediate consid- 
eration. | 

The motion having been agreed to, the bill was | 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and, no 
amendment having been offered, it was reportel to 
the Senate, and ordered to be read a third time, 
and was read a third time and passed. 


M. DE BODISCO—MAJOR TOCHMAN. 





Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- |, 


tions, which lie over under the rules: 

Resolved, Taat no penal law of a foreign country, for al- 
leged political offences, can or ought to be enforeed, directly | 
or indirectly, within the United States; and that it is the 
duty of the Executive of this Government to protect citizens 
of the United States against any attempt of foreign powers, 
or their diplomatic representatives, to interfere wits, the 
private pursuits, rights, or privileges of such citizeas, for 
the purpree of visiting upon them the effects of such foreign 
pennl laws. 

Reeo'ved, That the Secretary of State be directed to com- 
munieate the foregoing resotution to the diplomatic agents 
of all foreiga powers having such agents accredited to this 
Goverment; and that ve be also directed to inform his ma- 
jesty, the Emperor of Russia, that this Government disap- 
proves of the al pai honorable Alexander de Bodisen, 
minister frum Ru ja, accredited to this Government, to su- 
persede the authority of Gaspard ‘Tochman, esq., attorney 
and counsetior at law, under the employment of the heirs of 
General Thaddeus Kosciusko, 


PRIVATE BILL. 

The bill for the relief of Mra. Margaret Hetzel, 
widow and administratix of A. R. Hetzel, late 
assistant quartermaster in the army of the Unied 
States, eame op for ite third reading. 

Tne VICE PRESIDENT. The bill having 


|| parument, on the first day of O-tober, and eopies of the 


|| Otficers, together with a list of the names Of all persons to 
|| whom money, goods, or effects had been delivered within | 
|| eaid year for the benefit of the Indians, specifying the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


~ June 18, 


been read a third time, the question ison the pas- The law relating to disbursements made in form. 


| suge of the bill. 
| Mr. WHITCOMB. 


I merely rise to read a 
| section of an act of Congress, which I think is 
| applicable to this case. It is an act approved 
| June 30, 1834. It occurs to me that the provisions 
| of this act were not before the minds of the com- 
| mittee who reported this bill: 

* And all other purchases on account of the Indians, and 


all payments to them of money or goods, shall be made by 
such person as the President shall designate for that purpose. 


And the superimendent, agent, or sub-agent, together with | | 
| sueh military officer as the President may direet. shall be | 
present and certify to the delivery of all gonds and money t| 


And the | 
| duties required by any section of this act of military officers | 


| required to be paid or delivered to the Indians. 


shall be performed without any other compensation than 
| their actual traveling expenses; and all persons whatsoever 
charged or trusted with the dishursement or application of 
money, good-, or effects of any kind for the benefit of the 
Indians, sha | -ettle their accounts annually at the War De- 


| same shall be Jaid annnally hefore Congress at the com- 
mencement of the ensuing session by the proper accounting 


amount and object for which it was intended, and showing | 
who are delinquents, if any, in forwarding their aceounts 


|| according to the provisions of this act; and also a list of the 
|| names of all persons appointed or employed under this aet, 


with the dates of their appointment or employment, ard the 
| salary and pay of each.” 


It is no wonder, then, that there was no charge || 


made by this deceased officer for any compensation 
| for disbursing this money; for he very well knew 
| it was a duty required of him by the existing law. 
This is an application made by his widow, and 
on its own seperate merits. Whenever a question 
| shall come up in ageneral form for the relief of the 


|| widows of deceased officers, that will be another | 
matter for consideration, and I trust I shall be as 


liberal as others, with a due regard for the public 
| interest. This was clearly a duty which he was 
obliged to perform under the existing law. My 
| attention has been called to another clause of that 
| law: 
| And every Indian agent shall reside and keep his agency 
| within or near the territory of the tribe for which he may be 
} agent,and at euch place ax the President may designate, and 
shall not depart from the limits of his ageney without per- 
| mission, And it shall be competent for the President to re- 


| quire any military officer ofthe United States to execute the 
| duties of Lidian agent.” 


| Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would prefer that this 
| bill lie upon the table till to-morrow, that all may 
have an opportunity to look into the law which 
| applies to this case. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I do not think 
there can be any great difficulty about thia bill. I 


|| think the Senator from Indiana has confounded 
|| disbursements of annuities as an Indian. agent, 


with the service of removal. This was service in 

the removal of Indians—a service assimilated to 
| the duties of a quartermaster in the army. It 
is not the disbursement of money as an Indian 
| agent. 

Mr. DAWSON. I will read the act which re- 
lates to this particular case, although I am much 
obliged to the Senator from Indiana for the state- 
ments he has made: 

“ And be it further enacted, That all merchandise required 

| by any Indian treaty, for the Indians, payable after making 
such treaty. shall be purchased under the direction of the 
Secretary of War, upon proposals to be received to be based 
an notices previously to be given; and all merchandise re- 


|| quired at the making of any Indian treaty, shall be pur- 


| chasgd under the order of the commissioners, by such per- 
son as they shall appoint, or by such person as shall be des- 

| ignated by the President for that purpose. All other 

| purchases on account of the Indians, and: all. paymenis.to 

| them on account of money or goods, shall be made by such 
person as the President shall designate for that purpore. 
And the superintendent, agent, or sub-agent, together with 
such military officer as the President may direct, shall be 
present, and certify. to the delivery of all goods and money 
required to he paid or delivered to the Indians. And the 
duties required by any section of this act of military officers, 
shall be performed without any other compensation than 
their actual traveling expenses ; and all persons whatsoever 
charged or trusted with the dishursement or application of 
money, goods, or effects of any kind, for the benefit of the 
Indians, shall settle their accounts annuatly at the War 
Department on the first day of October, and copies of the 
same shall be laid annually before Congress at the com- 
mencement of the ensuing session. by the proper account- 
ing officers ; together with a list of the names of all persons 
to whom money, goods, or eff-cts had been delivered with- 
in the said year for the benefit of the Indians—specifying 
the amount and the object for which it was intevded, and 
showing who are delinqnents, if any, in forwarding their 
accounts according to the provisions of this act; and also a 

list of the names of all persons appointed or employed ander 

, this act, with the dates of their »ppoinunent or employment, 
and the salary and pay of each.” 


That is the only law,and has no connection | 


} 
| 


| 


| 
i 


| 








| 


\ 


| case of an officer 


to ts provis 
whatever with the case now before the Senate. been 


ing a treaty is designed to keep fraudulent condye, 
out, and to apply to all presents and donations 
made atthe time. It requires that there shall be 
an officer of the army to certify to these things 
and he frequently acts, as the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affaira has stated, in th. 
capacity of a commissioner, and he frequently dig. 
burses thousands of dollars. In these cases bh, 
receives no pay except his traveling expenses. 
But these disbursements were made under differen; 
circumstances, on the removal of the Indians, ang 
involved the paying out of large sums of money 


and the transporting of everything belonging io 


the quartermaster and commissary’s department, 
I hope the vote upon the bill will not be postponed, 
Mr. KING. The bill before the Senate is ox, 
of considerable importance, not 80 much on ac. 
count of the amount appropriated, as on account 
of its being a precedent for similar cases. To m 
mind, it appears to open a widedoor. The act of 
Congress was designed to guard against these 
charges, mde by officers who had made disburse. 
ments for Government which they did not econ. 
sider as strictly within the line of their duty as off. 
cers. | am, however, prepared to look at this thing 
in the most favorable light, and to examine it with 
care, and if I can see that itis inaccordance with 
the act of Congress to distinguish this case from 
others, where persons are detailed for the pur ose 
of carrying out these Indian treaties, it shal have 
my support. This disbursing officer was desig. 
nated, | believe, for that purpose, in consequence 
of its being necessary that a considerable sum of 
money should be disbursed in removing these 
tribes of Indians. I am not now going into the ex. 
amination of the case. 1 wish the Senate to turn 
their atrention to it, because it appeers to ne to 
open a wide door. I therefore cordia'ly ¢ on ur in 
the motion of the honorable Senator from Ken- 


| tucky to postpone the further conaideretion of the 


bill till to-morrow, in order that the Senete may 
look into it. Anxious as I am to do full ju: tiee to 
this meritorious officer, if I can vote for this bill, 
1 shall assuredly do so with great pleasure. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I hope the friends 
of this bill will not press the action of the Sinue 
upon it at this timé. If Senators desire to ex: m- 
ine it further, 1 am willing it should lie over. But 
I wish to say to the Senator from Alabama that 
this Gapetann es a very large amount. Itisa 

aving disbursed money before 
the law was passed to which the Sena‘or from 
Indiana refers. He never received the percentage 
which all officers who made disbursements before 
that time did receive. It was a mere accident that 
he did not. If he had presented his claim before, 
he would have received his percentage. There 
must be few if any cases of this kind which have 
rot been already settled. I stated yesterday that 
I knew of none. 1, however, make no objection 
to its being postponed. 
The motion to postpone was accordingly agreed to. 


AMENDATORY ACT. 

On motion by Mr. CLARKE, the Senate took 
up for consideration bill No. 172, being the bill to 
amend an act entitled “ An act to regulate the col- 
lection of duties on imports and tonnage,”’ ap- 
proved 2d March, 1799. 

No amendment having been offered, the bi!l was 
reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, was read a third time and 
passed. 

DONATION OF LANDS. 

Mr, JONES. Mr. President, | rise to ask a 
favor of the Senate; and, as it is but seldom that 
I make calls upon the time of this body, | hope 
the indulgence will be accorded to me. | move 
you to take up and consider at this time, though 
not strictly in the order of business, bill No. 20, 
to grant alternate sections of the public lands to 
aid the State of Jowa to construct a railroad from 
Dubuque, via Lowa City and Keokuk, in lowa. 
‘This bill, Mr, President, as, have amended and 
prepared it, is made to conform in its provisions 
to the bill making a grant of land to the State of 
Minois to aid that State in the construction of 
what is called the Central Railroad. 1 have pur- 


posely m its isions conform to the bill 
coed erie in order that there may be no 
necessity for i 


sone or ion in relation 
p i the whole having 
discussed in this body at the time of 











1850. 


the passe 


by my colleague and myself, with the consent of | 


the Commitiee on Public Lands, unites the two 
jills reported from that committee, providing for | 
rants of land to construct a railroad from Du- 

baque to Keokuk, and one from Davenport, via 

Jowa City, to the Missouri river. The quantity 

of land proposed to be appropriated, as near as | 

can estimate the same, with the data now given— 

the whole country through which the proposed 

roads are to be consteucted not being yet sur- 

yeyed—is about one million four hundred and fifty 

thousand acres; being some seventy or eighty 

thousand acres less than that granted to our sister 

Site of Illinois. 

The bill was taken up and read, together with a 
substitute reported as an amendment by the com- 
mitee, and an amendment to the amendment | 
whch was offered by Mr. Jones. 

Mr. HAMLIN... There aretwo or three things 
which I desire to know before | vote on this bill, 
and | presume the Senator from lowa can give me 
the information I desire. I wish to know, first, 
the number of acres appropriated by the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from lowa; and, 
second, | desire to know whether there is any pro- 
vision in either of the amendments, or in the ori- 
ginal bill—for I believe this is a triangular bill—~ | 
providing for the disposition of the remaining sec- | 
vows, after the alternate sections shall have been 
selected for the railroad, for any sam beyond the || 
maximum price established by law, $125? 

Mr. JONES. In answer to the inquiry of the | 
Senator, | have to state, that the alternate sections | 
reserved to the United States. within the limits of 
this grant, are. to be increased in the minimum 
price $1 25 per acre—to $250. 1 consider this an 
liberal provision; but as it was incorporated in 
the Illinois grant, and as the passage of our bill 

| 
| 


} 








not enhanced in price, we have been constrained to 
submit to this (as we regard it) onerous provision, 
imposed upon us by the committee before present- 
ing t to the Senate for its action. The Govern- 
ment will lose nothing by the grant at all, but, on | 
the contrary, will be greatly benefited, and its | 
treasury replenished by the immediate and much 
more rapid sale of its public domain. |The antici- 
pated construction of these roads will direct the at- 
tention of the emigrants to the country through 
which they are to pass, and will cause the sale of 
millions of acres of Jand—the prairie and other less | 
valuable portions of which would not otherwise 
be sold for many years to come, because of the 
difficulty of procuring timber; and of transporting | 
to market the immense amount of surplus produce 
which our State must eventually, and at no distant 
day, yield. 

The first of these railroads is to connect with the 
great nauional railroads which bind the wealthy east- 
ern cities of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and 
the western cities of Buffalo, Detroit, Chicago, and 

Galena, with the Father of Waters, at the flourish- 
ing young city of Dubuque, which is the heart of || 
one of the richest and most extensive mineral and 
agricultural régions in America. — [t isto run a dis- 
tance of about one hundred and eighty miles, in a 
southwestern direction, through the interior of our 
State, and My way of our seat. of government, 
lowa City, “airfield, and other flourishing towns 
and rich portions of Iowa, to the city of Keokuk, 
. most wealthy and populous county of our 

ate, 

_The other road, from Davenport to the Missouri 
river, is intended to be the last link which is to 
unite the territories of the United States, which lie 
west of the Missouri river with another branch of 
ratiroads which run further to the South, through 
the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, and 
which are now being prosecuted with considera- 
ble energy, as I am informed, by those States. 

he completion of these works of internal im- 
provement, is earnestly désired by the people of 
our State, who have held public meetings, conven- 
lions, &c., in various places, and at all seasons, at 
creat trouble, cost, and expense to themselves. 
ha as one of their Representatives, | sincerely 
Ope this boon per be granted to them. 
nt UNDERWOOD. I wish to get some addi- 
‘onal information from the gentleman from Iowa 
amet | vote _ this amendment. 1 want to 
ted here ba otk teem ? Whether 

ve been a any steps 
ve been taken to make any of them? Woheiher 


might be endangered were the .reserved sections | 








j 
| 
| 
} 
| 
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ge of that bill, This bill, as amended | any company has been chartered to construct || continuous line of land six miles wide, I suppose 
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them? Whether the State has done anything to || the road will be about three hundred miles im 
put these works into operation? Or whether itis || length. Am 1! right? 

merely a grant of land, in contemplation that the | 
State will hereafter do something to construct || 


these roads ani! to provide the necessary funds? 
Now, sir, I have been quite liberal in granting 


lands, and I feel disposed to be liberal in granting || 


lands for the purposes of internal improvement, 
for that is one of the articles of my political creed. 
If it is not done by the United States let it be done 
by the States; and if not by the States, let it be 
done by companies. But it seems to me that this 
bill probably contemplates going further than we 
ever have gone heretofore, by granting lands in 
anticipation that the State will de something for 
the purpose of constructing the roads. I am dis- 
posed to wait until the State shall have com- 
menced operations, as in the case of Hlinois the 
other day; and if lowa has actually commenced 
these works, | have no objection at all to give to 


Mr. JONES. Rather less. 
Mr. PEARCE. The maximum price for trans- 


|| portation on railroads is about three hundred dol- 
| Jars per mile; so that it would be about ninety 


thousand dollars for the whole road; or rather lese, 


| as the road is lees in extent than three hawdred 


|| miles. 


I suppose that the interest upen the value 


| of this land, thus given as a contribution to this 
|| railroad, willbe abeut equal to the meximem 


1} 
1} 
i 


price of transportation of the mails over that rouwd, 
and yet by this bill the Government is to poy a 
reasonable price for the transportation of theae 
maila.” It seems to me that we should have a guid 
pre quo. The interest on the grant of land ($90,000) 


| 18 the exact rate of the transportation of the mails. 


I therefore move to amend the Sth section, pro- 


| viding for the transportation of the maila, by stri- 


i 


her, so far as she may have commenced them, || 


the same grant which we gave to Illinois, Ido 
not think it would be proper to make the grant 
without information on this point. 

Mr. DODGE, of .lowa. 
State feel a deep interest in this measure. 
colleague haa the more immediate charge of the 
bill, and has worked at it very industriously in the 


|| committee, and succeeded in. getting the bill re- 


ported. 1 will state, however, that the Legislature 


and people of lowa have made a commencement | 


in this matter. They have gone to a consider- 
able expense in making very minute geogreph- 


king out all after the words ** Post Office Depari- 
ment,’’ and inserting ‘‘ transported free of any 
charge.’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That amendment 


| will not be in order until the billtis reported back 


The people of our || 
My || 


ical and topographical surveys of the country, || 


and they are now making every preparation which || 
But a lange portion of the: plan | 


they can make. 
lies through the Government lands, and the people 


i 


are desirous of obtaining this grant as the founda- || 


tion on which to raise a fund to complete this. to 
them verv great and important work. 

Mr..FELCH. I wish to make a single inquiry. 
As | understand the amendment offered by the 
Senator from lowa to the amendment of the com- 
mittee, it is simply to make this one bill embrace 
two bills which have been reported from the com- 
mittee. Am I right? 

Mr. SHIELDS. It is simply uniting together 
two bills which have passed the committee, or 
* tacking” them together is, | believe, the proper 
term. 

Mr. FELCH. I om perfectly satisfied with the 
explanation. I have had occasion to examine 
the two bills, and am satisfied that they ought to 
receive the sanction of the Senate. 

The qnestion was then taken on the amend- 
ment. to the amendment offered by Mr. Jones, 


also was adopted. 
Mr. DODGE, of fowa, moved further to amend 


the bill by adding after the end of the last section || 


the following words: ‘* Provided the said Strate of 
lowa shall, by its Legislature, accept said grant of 
lands for the purposes and on the conditions named 
in this act,”’ 

Mr. KING. 1 think my friend will see that the 
amendment is unnecessary. 

Mr. DODGE. Well, I will withdraw it. 

The amendment was accordingly withdrawn, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. There is one 
feature of the bill, which has heretofore been ob- 
jected to, of which I should like to have some in- 
formation. [ mean the right to go beyond the 
adjoining sections to hunt for any amount of land 
which may be deficient within these tiers. 

Mr. SHIELDS... It is limited to fifteen—the 
same as the Illinois bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. _It ia a precise copy of the 
bill already discussed and past by the Senate, and 
has no new provisions in it.at all. 

Mr. PEARCE. _I do not know what is the pre- 
cise form of the bill at present, but I believe that 
two bills have been united. 1 see in the last sec- 
tion a provision for the carrying of the mails at a 
reasonable price. Now, we make a pretty 
donation to this railroad. I understand the Sen- 
ator from lowa to say the number of acres appro- 
priated by this billis between eleven and twelve 
hundred thousand, which, at the rate of one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre, amounts to about a 
million and a half of dollars, the interest on which 
would be about ninety thousand dollars a year. 


Lands given in alternate sections—six alternate 
aun each side—is equivalent to a grant of a 


‘secuons On 


| 
| 
] 
i] 
i] 
i 
| 
HI 
| 


| 


to the Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. _I wish to say ene word only 
vpon this matter. The error into which the Sen- 
ator has fallen is this: ‘This is not a donation en- 
tirely, because the Government is to have a double 
price for the other alternate sections 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair been 
leave to state that there is no question pending. 

There being no further proposition to amend, 
the bill was reported back to the Senate, and tho 
amendments were concerred in. 

Mr. PEARCE moved to amend the section of 
the bill providing for the transportation of the 
mail by striking out the words “at such price ws 
Congress may by law direct,” and inserting in 
leu thereof “free of all charge to the United 
States.” 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have only to state that, 
whilst the bill grants alternate sections to the 
State, on condition that the road shall be made, it 
also provides that the price of the other alternate 
sections should be doubled, so that the Govern- 





| ment. wilt lose nothing by the passage of this bill; 


and I think we may safely leave the rate tw. be 
paid for the transportation of the mails to be fixed 
by Congress, as proposed by this section. 1 shall 


| not argue the question, because this point was 


thoroughly discussed on the Lilinois bill, and re- 


| eeived the sanction of the Senate by an overwhelm- 
|| ing majority; and, as an Iilinoian, | dislike to see 


| our friends from lowa worse treated than the Sen- 


1} 
|| 


| which was adopted. The amendment,as amended, | 


i} 
| 
| 


] 


i} 





| 


| 





large 


ate treated us, and less liberality shown towards 
them than was shown towards us. 

Mr. PEARCE. The payment of double price 
for the other alternate sections will fall upon 
others than the railroad company. They will be 
benefited by this grant, and it ia right that we 
should have some consideration fromthem, Ishali, 
therefore, not withdraw my amendment. 

The jquestion was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was negatived., 

The question then recurred on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. HALE. || do not know that I want to ob- 
ject to this individual case, because i do not want 
to be invidious; but | want to make this auggestion 
for the consideration of the Senate. It has been 
decided to be pretty orthodox doctrine that we 
should not enter upon a system of internal improve- 
ments for the General Government. That is a 
part of the Baltimore platform, | believe. There 
is no objection to individual cases, but only to ‘a 
system.”’ Now, how many cases were needed to 
make “‘asystem:"’ | believe grants have been 
already made to Indiana, Illinois, and lowa. | 
am wiiling to go as far as we can with individual 
cases, but I think there is some danger of our get- 
ting into a system. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


THE COMPROMISE BiLL. 


On the motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate m- 
sumed the consideration of the bill for the admiu- 
sion of California, asa State, into the Union, to en- 
tablish territorial governments for Utah and New 
Mexico, and making proposals to Texas for the 
establishment of her western and northern bound. 
aries. 













FS 


1 


ra A 


A 4 i s 
af tmenm cnet ae a” Sle ias dre eee omer! Ee eee te ee ee — 


~ Regen! sarge 


1242 


A discussion of several hours’ duration ensued, 
for which see Appendix. 
The Senate then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Wepnespay, June 19, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PENSACOLA AND MONTGOMERY RAILROAD. 


Mr. CABELL, of Florida, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce a bill, of which, 
he said, previous notice had been given. 

The title of the bill was read as a bill “ granting, 
upon certain conditions, alternate sections of the | 
public lands along the route of a railroad from | 
Pensacola, in the State of Florida, to Montgomery, 
in the State of Alabama, and for other purposes.”’ | 

Mr. PRESTON KING rose and objected. 

Se the bill was not mtroduced. 

Mr. BAYLY called for the regular order of bu- 
siness. 

The SPEAKER thereopon announced the reg- 
ular order of businegs to be, the call of the com- 
mittees for reports, commencing where the call was | 
last suspended, with the Committee of Ways and 


Means. l] 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, reported the biil making appropriations for || 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- || 
ment for the year eoding June 30th, 1851, and || 
for other purposes, 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr. BAYLY said, in order to avoid cavil here- 
after, he desired to state that the amendments and || 
additions to this bill had been so numerous, that | 
it would be requisite that the whole bill should be | 
copied. It would not be safe to send it to the | 
printer in its present condition. He had made this | 
statement to avoid dispute hereafter. He moved || 
that the bill be referred to the Committee of the |) 
Whole on the state of the Union, and that it be | 
printed. 

Ordered accordingly. 


BOUNTY LANDS. 





Mr. MASON asked the unanimous Consent of |, 
the House to offer a resolution, providing that all || 
debate in Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union should terminate in two hours (after it || 
should have been taken up) upon the bill providing || 
for the soldiers of the war of 1812, 713, °14, and || 
15, with Great Britain, the Indian wars of 1811, || 





the (Florida) Seminole war of 1835-6, &c., and || 
the war, known as General Wayne's, of 1792 | 
to 1795, that have not heretofore been provided | 
for. 

[Several Voices. No, no; we might as well || 
not take up the bill at all.] 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I make the 
point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, in re- 
ly to the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Teeidedus,) that it will not be in order to offer a | 
resolution closing debate yntil the bill shall have 

been taken up in committee. 

Mr. MASON, ‘Then I move that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union for the purpose of taking up 
the bill. The House will recollect that it has Baan 
made the special order of the day. 

[Several Voices. Let the committees be called 
for reports. 

Mr..MASON, I would cheerfully withdraw | 
my motion to permit the call of committees for | 
reports, if there was any Sie that that object 
could be accomplished, But the whole of yester- | 
day Was spent in an unprofitable and useless dis- 
cussion, and it is probable, if | should withdraw 
ihe motion, that this day also will be consumed in 
a similae way upon some other proposition. I 
adhere to my mowion, 

Mr. WENTWORTH put an inquiry to the 
Chair in relation to the order of business, to which 

The SPEAKER replhed, that the bounty land 
bill being the special order of theday, if the House 
shouid resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, the committee would 
have no discretion, but would be compelled to take 
up that bill. It was notin the power of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union to 
change an order of the House. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. If the bill should not 
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be disposed of to-day, wiil the special order have 
been exhausted ? 

The SPEAKER. It will not. The special 
order is to continue from day to day until the bill 


| shall have been disposed of. 


The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Mason, afd was decided in the affirmative, 
without a division. 

So the House resolved itself into Committes of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Ricu- 
arpson, of Illinois, in the Chair,) and proceeded to 
the consideration of the special order of the day, 
being the bill “providing for soldiers of thé war 
of 1812, 1813, 1814, and 1815 with Great Britain, 
the Indian wars of 1811, the (Florida) Seminolean 
war of 1835, 1836, &c., and the war known'as 
General Wayne’s, of 1792 to 1795, that have not 
heretofore been provided for.” 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, rose to put’an 
inguiry to the Chair, He understood that the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. ALserrson] had 
prepared an amendment in behalf of a minority of 
the Committee on Public Lands, which extended 


the law to militia as well as volunteers, and took | 


off the limitation as to the time of service, leaving 
the law like the law giving land to Mexican sol- 
diers. He(Mr. MclL.) desired to know whether 


it would be in order for the gentleman from In- | 


diana to move that amendment. If it would not 
be in order, then it was his (Mr. MecL.’s) intention 
to move that the committee should go back into 
the House, in order that that amendment might 
be moved. 

The CHAIRMAN said, it would be in order for 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. ALBErtson] to 
move his amendment in committee. 

Mr. PRESTON KING called for the reading of 
the bill. 

A brief conversation followed between Mr. 


| Jowes and the-Speaker. 


The bill was then read, as follows: 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


| the United Staes of America in Congress assembled, That each 


non-commissioned officer, musician, and private, enlisted or 
regularly mustered into, and served in, any volunteer compa- 


| ny for a period of six months and over, in the war with Great 


Britain of eighteen hundred and twelve, thirteen, fourteen, 


|| and fifteen, the Indian wars of eighteen hundred and eleven, 


Florida) Seminolean war of eighteen hundred and. thirty- 

ve, thirty-six, &c., ur in the war, known as General 
Wayne’s war, of seventeen hundred and ninety-two to sev- 
enteen hundred and ninety-five, that have not been hereto- 
fore provided for by the General Government with bounty 
land, pension, or a bounty of more than fifty dollars, and 
who have received an honorable discharge, shall be entitled 
to receive a certificate or warrant from the Departinent of 
the Interior, for those who served six months and less 
less than twelve months, eighty acres ; and those who served 
twelve months and over, one hundred and sixty acres of 
lend; which may be located by the warrantee or his widow 
at any land office of the United States, in tracts Of not less 
than eighty acres each, and in conformity with the legal 
subdivisions thereof, in such district then subject to private 
entry; aod upon the retucn of such land warrantor certifi- 
cate, with evidence of the location thereof having been le- 
gally made, to the General Land Office, a patent shall issue 
therefor; aud that, inthe event of the death of any non- 
commissioned officer, musician, or private, who may have 
received his discharge, and before the issue of the certificate 
or warrant, then it shall be issued in favor, and innure to the 
benefit of his widow, if living at the time of the passage of 
this act; and in the event of her death before the issue of 
the certificate or warrant, then it shail go to his children, if 
any; and all sales, mortgages, powers, or other instruments 
of writing, going to affect the tide or claim to such bounty 
right, made or executed prior to the issue of such warrant 
or certificate, shall be null and void to all intents and pur- 
poses whatsoever; nor shall any such claim to bounty right 
be, in any wise, affected or changed by any soldier prior to 
the issuance of such certificate or warrant: Provided, That 
no land warrant or certificate, issued under the provisions 
of this act, shall be located upon any lands of the United 
States to which there shall he a preémption right, unless by 
the consent, in writing, of the preémptor, attested by two 
respectable witnesses, and filed in the office where located. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said that the bill be- 
fore the committee was not such as he would 
desire it to be. It did not provide for as many of 
these meritorious citizens and soldiers, whose ser- 
vices were so highly estimated by the American 
people, as he desired that it should provide for. 

e.stated that this bill had undergone the ex- 
amination of the Committee on Public Lands. It 
varied from the one which he had the honor to 
introduce. “With reference to the bill he had in- 
troduced, it will be discovered, by all ‘who will 
take the trouble to examine it, that he had made 
rovision for all American soldiers who had not 
eretofore been provided for. My friend from 
Kentucky (continued Mr. C.) had also introduced 
a bill containing similar provisions. The Commit- 
tee on Public Lands took both these bills into 
consideration, and dissected them so as to con- 
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struct out of them the bill now before the Com 
mittée’ of the Whole.’ I would have ; 
preferred my own bill, or'the bill introduced 
my friend trom Kentucky; but I could not 
either of these bills, and’ {1 have been obti ae 
take the bill prepared by the Committee on rt 
Lands. I understand that it is intended, Uy fue 
of the minority of the cominittee, to move ‘as . 
seal a cara Sale bill; and, as | An 
sire to place myself in a right position, I will now 
say, that this 7 the first tna ym jirhaaee 
that amendment. If, however, the substiiuy 
should be of the character which I believe jt ,, 
be, I shall support it. I like it better than the bill 
which has been reported fram the committee 
When, therefore, that amendment shall be pe; 
fected and offered asa substitute for this bj)) [ 
shall be inclined to vote for it; because it propose, 
a provision for a greater number of those of oy, 
patriotic citizens who have stood forward to fi); 
the battles of their country, than the’bill which | 
have reported by instruction of the Committee oy 
Public Lands. 

{ have no intentiong Mr. Chairman, to take 
up the time of the committee, by making , 
speech. I will not consume time, by taking a 
hour to explain matters which must be familiar to 
every member of the committee. The provisions 
contained in this bill ought to have been made 
many years ago. The patriotic soldiers, for whos 
benefit this bill is intended, ought to have received 
the recompense it gave years ago. Long before | 
had a seatin this House, | was instructed that Cop. 
te had not provided for those meritorious men, 

he occurrence of the Mexican war presented , 
favorabe opportunity for including this neglected 
class in the legislation which necessarily grew out 
of that cofitest. He did not mean to disparage 
the services of the soldiers who fought in the 
Mexican war, or deny their right to the compen. 
sation which had been awarded them. It was right 
and proper that they should have their reward, 
and he would have supported the bill for their re. 
lief had he been a member of this House. 

He would occupy no more of the time of the 
committee, except to give notice of his intention 
to move certain amendments, and he desired to 
state what these amendments were, in order that 
his views might be intelligible to the committee, 
and that there might not hereafter be any miscon- 
ception of his course. 

My first amendment, Mr. Chairman, is in re- 
lation to officers. It 1s my desire to bring the 
officers within the beneficial operation of this bill. 
The Committee on Public Lands had that question 
before them, but it has been voted down. | was 
held by the committee that the officers were nots 
much entitled to the benefit of the provisions of 
this bill, as the non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers. Since the discussion which took place 
in the committee on this subject, | have become 
more thoroughly convinced of the propriety of 
extending the provisions of the bill to officers. | 
therefore give notice of my intention, at a prop»r 
time, to move to amend the bill by inserting the 
word * officers.”’ 

There were also other verbal amendments which 
he designated, the objects of which were, to extend 
the provisions of the bill to those who had left the 
army, but who may not have their honorable dis- 
charge in their possession, provided they shall 
have rendered the services entitling them to the 
recompense; and also to diminish the term of ser- 
vice which should qualify them for the relief pro- 
vided by this bill, so as to give some fifty acres 
each person who may have rendered faithfnl ser- 
vices for the period of three months. It was no! 
so much the tena of land granted, as the ev- 
dence it yielded that Congress and the country 
had a just appreciation of their services, whici 
would satisfy those gallant men who had risked 
their lives in the service of the country. __ 

He concluded with stating that it was not his pur 

se now to go into any long discussion. He bad 
in his desk many volumes containing a history of 
the war, and of the services rendered by these sok 
diers. He could give copious extracts from these 
for the information of the committee, but he did not 
deem it necessary to detain the committee for that 


u 
R Mr. 6. having concluded— 


Mr. ALBE N’ offered the following * * 
substitute for the bill; which was read: 
Strike the enacting clause and inset, 
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— 

«That each non-commissioned officer, mustcran, or pri- 

who served in the military service of the United States 
Fare, the last war with Great Britain, commenced in we 
durin, or in any of the Indian wars before or since that 
reed including regulars, volunteers, spies, rangers, sea- 
eibles and milita, for a period of not less than six 
a »ths and who shall have remained in said service to the 
te of their death, or who was honorably discharged, shail 
o entitled to receive & certificate of warrant from the De- 
¥ ament of the Interior, for the quantity of eighty acres of 
iand, which may be located by the warrantee, or his as- 
wane, or heirs-at-law,at any land office of the United 
cuatee, in one body and in coulormity to the legal subdivis- 
se of the public lands, upon any cf the public Jands in 
an district then subject to private entry# and upon the re- 
wura of such warrant, or certificate, with evidence of the lo- 
cation thereof having heen legally made to the General 
Land Office, a patent shall be issued therefor. 

“That in the event of the death of any such non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, or private, during service, or 
after his discharge, and before the issuance of a certificate or 
warrant, as aforesoid, the said certificate, or warrant, shall 
be issued in favor and innure to the benefit of his widow, 
if living, and if no widow be living, to his children: Provi- 
ded, That no land warrant issued under the provisions of this 
act shall be laid upon any land of the United States to which 
there shall be a preémption right, or upon which there 
shall be an actual settlement and cultivation, without the 
eonsent of such settlers and cultivators be given thereto. 

«Seo. 2. Aad be it further enacted, That each non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, or private, who was mustered 
into the military service of the United States, and served as 
specified in the first section of this act, fofa period of twelve 
months or more, shall be entitled to receive a warrant for 
one hundred and sixty acres of land, which may be subject to 
private entry, under the provisions ot the first section of this 
act, and in the event of the death of any person herein pro- 
vided for, before the issuing of the certificate, or warrant 
then the warrant for such land shall issue to the widow of 
such person, if there be one, and if not, then to his children. 

“ Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That each non-commis- 
sioned officer, musician, or private, who was mustered into 
the military service of the United States, and seived as spe- 
cified in the first section of this act, for a less period than 
six months, shall be entitied to receive a warrant for forty 
acres of land, which may be subject to private entry, under 
the provisions of the first section of this act, and in the event 








of the death of any person herein provided for, before the | 


issuing of the certificate or warrant, then the warrant for 
such land shall issue to the widow of such person, if there 
be one, and if not, then to his children. 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the grants of Jand 
herein made, and the warrants authorized to be issued, and 
patents granted thereon, as well as the location and transter 
and as-ignineut thereof, shall, in all respects, he made under 
the provisions, restrictions, and limitations of the ninth sec- 
tion of the act of February 11, 1847, entitled ‘An act to 
raise for a limited time an additional military force, and for 
other purposes,’ so far as the same are not altered by the 
provisions of this act. 

“Provided, That nothing in this act contained shal! be con- 
strued to authorize the issuing of a certificate, or warant, to 
any non-commissioned officer, musician, or private, for ser- 
vice for which he has heretofore received, or been author- 
ized to receive, under act of Congress, bounty land,”? 

The substitute having been read— 

Some conversation followed on a point of order 
between Mr. Haraxson and the Chair. 

Mr. MASON. I desired to get the floor, for 
the purpose of submitting a motion which I think 
there is a disposition on the part of the House to 
agree to. It is, that the committee rise, for the 
purpose of allowing a resolution to be adopted in 
this House, closing debate upon this bill in two 
hours. 

Mr. VINTON. Will the gentleman withdraw 
the motion for a moment? 

Mr. MASON. I have not yet made the motion, 
I had merely submitted a preliminary remark. 

Mr. ALBERTSON claimed the floor, declaring 
that, after offering his amendment, he had never 
yielded it. 

Mr. MASON submitted, that the floor had been 
duly awarded to him by the Chair. 

Mr. ALBERTSON submitted to the Chair, 
that the right to the floor was his, as he had never 
yielded it. 
anne CHAIR, on this statement, awarded the 

oor to 

Mr. ALBERTSON, who was proceeding to ad- 
dress the committee, when 

Mr. VINTON appealed to the gentleman to 
yield the floor for a moment to him, (Mr. V.) 

Mr. ALBERTSON yielded the floor. 

Mr. VINTON. I merely desire to express my 
carnest hops that the committee will not rise for 
the purpose of closing the debate on this bill in 
two hours. It is one of the most important bills 
that has been brought before the consideration of 
this House at any time—a bill which, in my judg- 
fees if passed, will exercise a more prominent in- 

uente on the operations of the Government and 
the Treasury of the United States, than any 
wad kad ‘has been Pee a no 

rs. ope, therefore, that the bill will be 
oo ben hove that its friends and its 

: wu | be heard, and that its bearings 
and influenge’‘¢ ‘be fully understood before a 
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| have served for a less term of time: 





vote shall be taken. 
to stop the debate, I hope it will not be for the | 
present, nor until the bill is thoroughly understood. 
Mr. ALBERTSON resumed the floor, but yield- | 
ed at the request of 
Mr. MASON, who said: T have heard the state- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Vivron.] 
He proposes a protracted debate. Here we have | 
been six months listening to interminable debate— 
often interesting, often not so. The subject now 
under consideration has been before the House 
five months, for 1 brought it here shortly after the | 
commencement of the session. ‘The minds of the 
meinbers are, | believe, prepared to act upon it. 
I believe that every member has made up his 
mind upon it. Upon the other question to which | 
I have alluded, and which has engrossed so much 
of the attention of the House, I doubt whether the 


withstanding the long debate which has taken | 
place. Those members who ere not disposed to 
consume the time of the House in debate may 
have as good a judgment, and come to as sound a | 
conclusion, as gentlemen who make speechies. | 
And | think it is time we should be acting. That 
isall. If the committee are of my oggnion, then 


we shall rise and adopt a resolution in the House || 


closing debate—say to-morrow. 


motion. I have no right to make it now, because 
{ hold the floor only by the kindness of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, (Mr. ALBertson.] 

Mr. McDONALD gave notice of the following 
amendment; which was read: 

To strike out of the fifth line of the bill the 
words, “‘for a period of six months and over,” 
and to insert in the sixteenth line, after the word 
**interior,’’ the words ‘*‘for all those who served 


If any motion is to be made | 





; 
’ 


| 
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had been prepared to tell how many soldiers there 
were in the war of 1812, he should have followed 


up the inquiry by asking how many sdldiers there 


were in the Indian wars of 1811, the Florida war, 
and General Wayne’s war. 
inability of the introducer of the bill to give any 
| idea of the quantity of land it would dispose of at 
“one fell swoop,”” fatal to the bill, 


He considered the 


Mr. COBB, . Did the gentleman say that I was 


| incapable of informing the country how many sol- 


diers there were in the war of 1812? 


Mr, EVANS, 


I understood the gentleman to 


say 80. 


M:. COBB said he was well posted up in these 


statistics; he had the documents before him, and 
could tell the exact number of soldiers in the war 


of 1812 to one man. 


mind of any gentleman has been changed, not- | involved in the bill, as the biil did no such thing 


But this was not a question 


as provide for all the soldiers of that war. 


Mr. EVANS said, as the introducer did not 


state the amount of public lands which would be 
given away by this bill, he (Mr. E.) would teli: 


| objects in an indirect way. 
pew. 
| tlemen to meet this question directly, and not wke 


|| lt would be enough to bankrupt the Treasury, as 
| far as it relied upon this source of revenue. He 
called upon Democrats on that side of the House, 
who had always gone against an increase of tariff 
and against distribution, not to accomplish these 


And I give no- | 
tice that, at the proper time, I shall make the | 


He called upon gen- 


| away from the revenues of the United States, for 
| twenty-five years at least, more than three mil- 
| lions annually. 


He proceeded to say, that the principle upon 


i| which bounty lands had, with one exception, wni-~ 
| formly been granted, was as an inducement for 
| enlistmentse—as a means of obtaining soldiers for 
| the war. The single exception in the whole Gov- 


three months and over, and less than six months, || 


eighty acres;”’ and to strike out the word “eighty,” 


and insert ‘fone hundred and twenty,’ as the | 


bounty for those who served six months, and less 
than twelve. 

Mr. ALBERTSON said, that in offering his 
amendment to the original bill, he did not intend 
to make any lengthy remarks. His amendment 
reaches a, large class of those patriotic and merito- 


ernment was the grant of bounty landa to « part 
of the soldiers of the Mexican war. 
now proposed, thirty-eight years after the servicen 
were performed, to give away an untold amount 
of public lands, as gratuities. 
men, especially new members, that this was no 
new proposition. 
had had under consideration, and fully discussed, 


Yet it was 


He reminded gentle- 


During the last Convress they 


| a bill to grant 160 acres of the public lands to 


rious soldiers, who had devoted themselves to the || 


defence and glory of our common country, for 
whom the original bill does not provide. The bill 
of the committee provides only for those who 
served for a term of six months and longer, but 
his amendment provides for all—as well for those 
rovided for in the original bill, who had served 
or 8ix months or longer, as for those who may 
He could see 
no just grounds or reason why a distinction should 
be made, where really no distinction exists. 
Those who had served for three, four, or five 


everybody who had ever served in any war ort 
skirmish; 160 acres to every man who wanted to 


kill a Mexican, and another 160 acres to the man, 


whoever he was, who first began that war. 
(Mr. E.) voted against all such Buncombe propo- 
| sitions. 


he 


He named, as another reason, conelusive 


\| of itself, against the passage of the bill, the fact 
| that the sales of the public lands had already been 
|| solemnly pledged for the payment of the principal 


months, were as meritoriqus in degree as those | 


who had served for a longer term. He urged the 
great and urgent demand in the public mind, why 
this large and patriotic class of our fellow-citizens, 


and interest of the debt of the United States. 
give away the public lands, as proposed by this 
bill, he argued, would bea violation of the solemn 
faith of the Government. Since they were disposed 
to give away the public lends in this lavish mare 
ner, he asked why not give them to other equally 


To 


|} meritorious classes—to the sailors, to the oricers 


who left their families and homes, and endured || 
|| kee, Creek, Black Hawk, and other wars? He 
|| glanced at the brilliant exploits of the navy during 
| the war of 1812, laying the foundation for Ameri- 
| can naval fame; and argued, that upon every prin. 
|| ciple of justice the sailor of that War was equally 


the dangers, privations, and hardships of war, for 
the defence and security of our firesides and our 
homes, should now, at this late day, receive the 
small and inadequate compensation which this bill 
now proposes to give them, for their invaluable 
public services, here, he asked, was the man, 
with an American heart in an American bosom, 
that would not be willing, at this late day, to come 
forward, and in some degree do justice to those 
patriotic citizen-soldiers, to whose bravery and 
prowes we are indebted for the perfect security of 
our families and homes? He trusted that this 


Congress would not adjourn before some bill being | 


passed providing for them. If it does not, in his 
humble opinion, the reason would not be “because 
the public voice does not demand it at our hands. 


r. EVANS, of Maryland, addressed the com- || 


mittee. After expressing his hearty concurrence 
in the appeal of the me from Ohio, [Mr. 
Vintow,] in favor of deliberation before passing 
this bill, as preliminary to the remarks he intende 
to make, he inquired of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, (Mr. Coss,}] how many soldiers this bill 
provided for, and how many soldiers there were in 
the war of 1812? ‘ 

Mr. COBB stated that the bill only provided for 
the living soldier or for the widow of the deceased. 
It was therefore impossible to state the exact num- 
ber who would ve the benefits of the bill. 


Mr. EVANS said, if the introducer of the bill | 


| with the soldier entitled to this gratuity. 


of the navy of 1812, to the soldiers of the Chero- 


Bat he 


|| intimated that the reason for the discrimination 

|| might be found in the fact, that our veteran tars 

|| usually remained in the service, and their votes 

|| were not to be looked after, like those of the sol- 
diers. 


| 
| 
| 
} 


If gentlemen were determined to enter upon this 


system of getting rid of the public lands, he rec- 
| ommended to their support the following propo- 
sition, which he had drawn up as a substitute for 
the bill: 


“That all the public lands of the United States are here- 


| by granted, in portions of one hundred and sixty acres, to 
| each peragn who will permanently settle upon and cultivate 
| the saine.”? 


This, he said, while it would not perhaps give 


|| away any more lands in the aggregate, would dis- 
|| tribute the bounties more equally, and he thought 
|| was a fairer measure, though he did not promise 


| 


i 
| 








to vote for it himself. 


Mr. BURT referred the gentleman to the first 


four lines of the bill, to show that the class of pér- 
sons to whom it , 
was much more limited than the gentleman sup- 


posed. 


roposed to give these bounties, 


a | 


Te al 
5 


soy, 
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Mr. EVANS admitted that the gentieman might 
be right in his strict reading of that part of the bill; 
but they all knew that no such strict constrac- 
tion was intended for the bill; if it provided only 
for a limited class, nobody would vote for it; it was 


intended, and if it did not now include it, would, | 
by amendments, be made to include all persons who | 
If it provided for || 
everybody, he opposed it because it would break | 
down the public land revenue; if it were limited, | 


served in the war of 1812. 


he opposed it because it was partial and unjust. 
He opposed it because the public lands were spe- 
cially pledged to pay the principal and interest of 


of the sales of the lands (if they did not go into 


| 


the general Treasury) belonged equally to ali the | 
States, and as such ought to be distributed for pur- | 
poses of education, enlightening the people, and | 
other good and holy purposes; because all persons | 


who had served their country faithfull 


included; because it was not known how many 


i 
were not 


hand into the public ‘Treasury; because agents, | 


speculators, end other corrupt persons would get | 


theyrinciple part of its benefits; because it intro- | 
duced into the country a system of bribery and || 


corruption, and a system of log-rolling; because it 





|| Arbuthnot and others, and returned to Tennessee | 
persons it provided for, or how far it would put 1s || in little over five months; and many of them were 


| neither mustered regularly into or owt of service, | 





was notan act of tardy justice, but a mere gratuity || 


proposed forty years after the services were ren- 
dered,and which would not go to those who were 


| would give them no land, 


|| for volunteers in the Seminole war of 1818; and 
the debt of the Government; because the proceeds | 


| troops ‘underwent privations and hardships be- 


and marched directly into the Indian country; 
they were followed by dozens of others who over- 
took them, united with them, fought and starved 
with them, and they got into that state of suffering 
and confusion, that they were compelled to return or 


| perish. They dispersed to their homes, and were 


never discharged; and although their achievements 
were the wonder of that age, and their privauions 
without parallel, yet, for the want of a regular 
muster-roll and Biresamie discharge,”’ this bill 
Again, the bill makes 
no provision for drafted militia at any time, nor | 


General Jackson has testified that these last-named 


yond anything he had ever known.”? They 
marched from remote sections of Tennessee and 
Alabama, through Georgia and Florida, had five 
skirmishes with Indians; took three Spanish posis; 
removed the Governors; shot Armbrister, hung | 





or were discharged at all. 
all of these of land. 
All the ren sir, which should be required, is, 


This bill would deprive 


time required; but whether his enlistment was 


|| ‘regular’ or not—whether he was “ discharged” 


justly entitled to thegratuity, if gratuity were to be || 


made; and for divers other reasons which he stated. 
He called upon Whigs and Democrats to vote 


against the bill,on the ground that its support | 


would involve the abandonment of the doctrines 
for which each peer had so long contended, viz: 
of the land proceeds belonging to the States equally, 


that the party actually served in the army for the | 
| 
or not, yetif he was paid, and regarded as actu- | 

} 


ally in the military service for the time, and can || 


| make that proof, it is all you ought to require;and | 
| it were better that a few “‘ stragglers”’ should get | 


| a piece of land (which no one «1/l give one dollar || 


| and twenty-five cents per acre for at the sales) | 
| than to wholly cut off others who are entided, by | 


public revenue for the support of the burdens of || 
the Government; and he denounced it as a bill for || 


the benefit of speculators, agents, and corrupt per- 
aeons. 


lt was unjust; it was wrong; and it ought not | 
And every nation that would be || 


to be done. 
guilty of injustice and wrong, must suffer the pen- 
alty of its own acts. If a bill of this description 
was to. be passed, he contended that it should be 
mede general in its operauon, Why should one 


| requiring impossibilities of them, or by putting | 
and of thew constituting a necessary part of the || 


those who come within your rules to so much 
trouble as to make it nearly equal to the worth of | 
the land to prove their claims to it, 

It has been attempted in this bill to bring up 


'| other feelings than ought, in my judgment, to | 


| occupy members here. 


The gentleman from Ma- 


ryland (Mr. Evans) has called upon Whigs as || 


|| ** Whigs,” and Democrats as ** Democrats,”’ to | 


'| resist this bill. 
‘| able to succeed in his purposes—l! know he cannot | 
| make it a party question among the people. 


man receive one hundved and sixty acres of land, || 


whilst another was landless? ' : 
to prevail, why notat once adopt one of the favorite 


If this principle was | 


doewines of the day, ‘ vote yourself a farm 4 oe | 


‘severy man was enuiled toa farm.’’ If the bill 


was to be pressed, then he should insist upon the | 


substitute which he had indicated. 
Mr. E, concluded by calling upon gentlemen to 


give some sufficient reasons for the passage of the | 


bith None such had yet been urged. He alluded 


to the effect which such a measure might exercise | 


on the popular vote. For his own part, (he saud,) 
he would not do a wrong act to secure a million 
voles. " ; 
of the treasury of the United States, or at the sac- 


traction for him. 
Mr. E. having concluded, 


Mr. HUBBARD said, my object in addressing | 
the Chair is, to call attention to two provisions of | 


the bill, which need amendment, and to propose 
the amendments. 

‘The bill, as re 
16 eee tonths service to enutle the soldier or 
hie heir to any land.’’ This is not right, for one 
army may do more service, and encounter more 
pertis, hardships, and sufferings, in two months, 
than another in six or twelve. Let us, therefore, 
ruake but ene line of division, and give to all who 
served less than six or more than one month, 
eighty acres, and all who served six months or 
upwards, one hundred and sixty acres of, land. 
"L'nis will be easily understood by the people con- 
cerned, and easily executed by the land office de 

riments. 

The bill, as reported, requires that the soldier be 
** regularl enrolled, or enlisted”’ into service, and 
‘honorably discharged.’’? These, in many cases, 
would be very hard, useless, and unjust requisi- 
tions, and would, to my knowledge, deprive many 
of the very best soldiers of land. 


volunteers to assemble at Fayetteville, Tennessee, 
to serve against the Creek Indians in the last war. 
They assembled promiscuously, and the first who 
got there were mustered into service and enrolled, 


Votes which were bid for at the expense | 


rted by the committee, requires | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


1 will proceed to show how a call wes made for | 


| more attached to their party, for the name it bears, | 
| than on account of the conduct of their rulers, | 


| together as patriots, and never asked a question, | 
| when in service, to what party either belonged. 


| would despise to be considered as Whigs, if oppo- 
| sition to this bill and kindred measures are to be | 
| taken as evidence of ‘“* Whig’’ principles, or if 
| Whigs are rallied under their party name to defeat | 


1 hope the gentleman will not be | 
I have constituents, of both parties, who fought 
Many of the Whigs, 1 am fally persuaded, are 


They love the name of “ Whig,” because their 
fathers bore it in the revolutionary struggle; and 








| it. ‘That gentleman ha’ charged as a motive with | 


| 
} 
| 
| 
} 


| 





the supporters of this bill, that we ‘* want votes.”? | 


|| These soldiers and their friends, he alleges, “* have 
rifiee of great public principles, possessed no at- | 


votes.”? Very well; let that be admitted, and does 


that constitute an objection? If so, none but the 
worst measures ought ever to be voted for. And 
weought to refuse to do justice to these old sol- 
diers, because they and their friends have **votes.”” 
| thought that to secure their and his right to vote, 
was the very thing they had been fighting for, and 
I am sorry i has thought fit to use his right so 


| freely against them; but, perhaps, they are not so 


powerful as some other classes who ** have votes” 
also, Weavers, spinners, manufacturers of a'l 


| kinds, are a very numerous class, and “ have 


votes’’—perhaps the gentleman has voted for a 
protective tariff; but he, I expect, never once 
tought of the votes. Merchants, bankers, bor- 
rowers, and speculators of all sizes and sorts, with 
great unanimity, and many others without selfish 
motives, have been in favor of a national bank. 
| suppose, however, that i, never entered into the 
gentieman’s head that any of these ** had votes.”’ 
The gentleman may have been willing, nay, anx- 
ious to distribute the proceeds of the sale of all of 
the public lands among the States, or for internal 
improvements; but in all of this he was, without 
doubt, only anxious for public good, and never 
once thought of the “ voles’’ of those wno favored 
these measures, 

If, in his own views, all of these measures hav- 
ing such vast numbers in wealth and interest in 
their support are correct, yet he ought not wo call 
to his aid such a vast multitude of voters, such an 
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army of interests, to bear down the just claims of 
a few scattered soldiers, their widows and Children 
who have so faithfully served their 
“oy and hour of danger. 
here are questions, Mr. Chairman, where ; 

my judgment, it is wrong to call upon party, ore 
call up party feelings. henever the justice o 
the injustice of our acts fallsalike upon individuals 
of each party, this justice should not be Withheld 
or injustice inflicted, to create party strenoth’ 
This case is one of them, and I hope no memie, 
or set of members will be allowed to convert i is 


a party contest, by calling upon Whigs or Demo. 


country in the 


|| crats, as such. 


Before 1 conclude, it is my wish to say a few 
words to those members who affect to conside 
themselves as statesmen above the ordinary eye) 
and who would be thought to-view all such ques. 
tions without regard to the feelings of the persong 
concerned, but only as it concerns the finances of 
the Government—the ways and meansof keeping 
upasupply of money for the uses of its machinery 

These pretend that they only object to this gran; 
of bounty land to soldiers for fear of its diminishin 
the means and credit of the Government. . 

I now, Sir, propose to meet these on their own 
grounds, and break down their opposition by afew 
plain and undeniable positions. 

i will ask them three questions upon this syb. 
ject, true answers to which will be fatal to them: 

Which has best credit and greatest resources, 


| a Government owning vast bodtes of wild, uncul. 


tivated lands, and smaller productions, or one hay. 
ing these lands in cultivation, and an extended 
commerce ? 

Has Texas, with equal population and millions 
of acres of wild lands to pledge, more credit than 


| Rhode Island and Delaware, not together so large 


as one of her counties, and no wild land? 
Would the descendants of the Pilgrims of Ply. 


'| mouth Rock alone, if they owned all of this vast 


continent, and not an Indian upon it to dispue 
their claim, have more credit and resources at the 
present day than our present inhabitants, mixed 
together from so many countries, with all of our 
vast improvements in agriculture, commerce, and 
manufactures ? 

Answer these questions truly by your votes, 
and you settle the future policy of this Govern- 
ment as it should be, in relation to this important 
question. 

You will find that you can make more money 
and greater revenue by letting the lands be settled 
and worked, even if you give them away, than 
you can.by keeping them up forsale. 1 can make 
this plain as any other demonstration. Most men 
not engaged in trade, who work about as tenants, 
and those who are idle and would work if they 
owned land, are now of but little‘use to the Gov- 
ernmenis, State or Federal, compared to what 
they would be if they were owners of soil. Letus 
take one of these, now producing nothing, and put 
him upon eighty acres of land, which you are 
holding up for sale, and which you make sale of 
ten years hence for $100. You give the man the 
find, and in two years he has ten acres in cultiva- 
tion, producing $8 per acre in some crop. This 
gives him $80 a year for his crop, and in eight 
years $640 worth of crops at a very Jow estimate. 
This goes abroad, and returns you in goods of 
$640 worth, upon which he has annually paid 30 
per cent., or equal to $192. And perhaps his 
labor has made the land worth $500. Now you 
have $192 in hand, and a prospect of $24 a year 
tax, and a farm and buildings worth $50U instead 
of $100. And all of this is made by giving the 
eighty-acres tract of land to some man who will 
work it, and you have added to the list of your 
useful and permanently prosperous citizens. Now, 
I ask, which is best, the keeping the land for a high 
price, with poor dependent inhabitants, or giving 
it away to get it cultivated, increasing the pro- 
ductions of the country by millions, and the hap- 
piness, comforts, and independence of families by 
thousands and tens of thousands? 

You need not let any feeling of stinginess come 
over you, and make you grudge this so-called 
gift. I can tell you from experience, that he who 
goes upon a piece of wild Jand, grubs up the small 
wood, cuts down the large trees, fences in the 
ground, builds his hut, and breaks up the twr!, 
and makes two crops, (for it takes two to be even) 
—he, | say, who this, earns the land; and 
it is afterwards worked by anybody, you art 
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note than paid : . 
ry, and not drains upon it, 

ef Taye the bill be amended so as to ] 

few 


ate as ‘ . 
oa our vast population; and instead of lay- || 


ment of 
ing yourselves open cr ; e 
uyote seeking demagogues,”" you will lay a just | 
foundation (so far as this act is concerned) for the | 
claim of being considered far-seeing, wise, and 
eavacious statesmen, a8 well as patriots; to which 
those who oppose it can never be considered as 
more than mere pretenders. 

The amendment of which Mr. H. gave notice, || 
is as follows: i 

«That each non-cammissioned officer, musician, and || 
private, enlist: d or regularly mustered into, aud served in I] 
iy company in the military service of the United States | 
for & period of less than six months and Over one month, in 
te war with Great Britain gf 1812, °13, 714, 715, the Indian 
wars of 1811, the (Florida) Seminolean war of 1818, 719, 
and 1835, °36, &e., or inthe war known as General Wayne's 
war, of 1792 to 95, that have not been heretofore provided 
fur by the General Government with bounty land, pension, || 
or bounty of more than fifty dollars, and whose names ap- 
pear upon the pay roll, shall be entitled to receive a cerufi- 
cate or Warrant from the Department of the Interior, tor 
those who served less than six months and over one mouth 
egnty acres, aod those who served six months or over 160 
acres of land,” &e., &c. 

Mr. SACKETT said, he should not detain the 
committee long in presenting his views. He was 
opposed to the passage of this bill. It was not 
based on a sound principle, and however merito- 
rious the service may have been, he could not sup- 
port a measure that was not founded on correct 
principles. The doctrine sought to be ingrafted 
upon our pension system by this measure, should 
never obtain in legislation, it should never be 
maintained for the purposes of this bill, or for any 
other purpose. 

What is the nature and character of the service 
this bill seeks to reward? dt is a service rendered 
under a contract, under a voluntary contract; un- 
der a contract entered into upon due consideration, 
without coercion, without the exercise of po wer— 
a contract made to do a specific amount of service 
on the one side, to be paid for at a specific price on 
the other; all of the terms and provisions of which 
are agreed upon before hand. It is entered into 
with a full knowledge of the kind and character of | 
service to be performed. Now, sir, if 1 enter into 
such a contract for six or twelve months, render 
the service, am in no way injured, and the Gov- 
ernment performs allits duty, pays me all itagreed | 
to pay, and executes the agreement in all things | 
on tts part,—upon what principle have I a right to 
ask of Government a gratuity, a Bounty—ask, in | 
fact, to make myself a pensioner on the country | 
for life? tis plain, sir, that this bill cannot be | 
sustained upon any sound principle. 

In time of war Government may, and it fre- 
quently does, offer bounties, by way of encourage- 
ment to enlistment, of lands and meney. But in 
all such cases it is part of the contract; it enters 
into the consideration of the service; it is part of 
the price agreed upon beforehand; afd offered solely | 
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on account of a supposed necessity at the time for | 


repid, moré rapid enlistments than could ‘be ob- 
tamed withoutit. These offers are always made 
as convenience to Government—made in advance, 
and are part of the agreement, not a gratuity. If 
we are to act on the rule of gratuities and not ac- 
cording to our agreements, theré are a thousard 
other services as meritorious, of as much service 
to the State—service encountering as much priv- 
ation and hardship as the one ander consideration, 
that should be placed on the bounty list. 

We have general laws providing pensions for all 
soldiers wounded in the service, or who may be- 
come disabled. ‘To grant pensions in all such 
cases is right, because these laws are in force when 
the soldier enlists, and they are therefore part of 
the consideration of his service. He knows, when 
he enters the army, if he is killed in battle, his 
widow, if he leaves one, will receive a pension; he 
knows also, if he is in anyway disabled, the laws 
provide for him a compensation for life. All such 
pev'stons, therefore, are based on sound principles, 
and should be granted, They are also necessary to 
secure enlistments. Bat where is the necessity forty 
years after a war is over—after the Government 
foand it could provide itself with three soldiers 
when it wanted one, upon the terms it offered at the 
time—I say, where is the necessity forty years 
afterward, for a law like this? i 
as much. bound to ma 


is 
@ its affairs with econ- 
‘correct business. 7 -like 
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just claim, than we have to vote away any other of 
difficulties as possible to the settle- | the public property. 


to the charge of being mere |, from the Treasury, ! had mach rather they would 


| liberal than it should be. 
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for it. Such are benefactors to . plans, ed we have no more right to | an army of agents, who can make the forma! proof 


squander the public lands upon those who have no 
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of any kind of service in these wars, Sir, I ques- 


| tion much whether the number will not reach wearer 
; 


a hudred thousand than fifty. In a service so 


If the avails of the public lands are to be taken || irregular as that was, who cannot show (liree 


oto the actual settlers—to those who will occupy | 
them, who will settle and cultivate them. 

soldiers, as the whole history of the country | 
shows, are but the instruments used by sharpers 

and speculators to get these lands. They do nor, 

they seldom, if ever, have settled on the land 

themselves. These land warrants go into your 

broker shops and’ into the hands of agents and 

of land-jobbing speculators, at almost nominal 

prices. 

Our pension system has become enormous, and 
is increasing every year. Itis high time we be- | 
gan to look to it—began to examine into the prin- | 
ciples upon which it 1s based—that we began to | 
distinguish between what is based upon just rales 
of tegistation and what is but the fruit of popular- 
ity-hunting and demagogue ambition. If we do 
not do this, the result will be the same as the re- 
sult of a reckless disregard of the right always is | 
—an utter overthrow of even what is just and | 
re: sonable. ‘ 

Our revolutionary pension system js not more 
And even there the 
whole bounty-land system was adopted during | 
the war, and has not been substantially changed | 
from that day to this. The patriots of that day | 
served, as it were, ‘* without money and without | 
price.”? A nation without credit, a currency with- 
out value, and a patriotism almost without hope | 
of reward, fought the battles in that memorable 
struggle. And, sir, the pensioned of that war re- 
ceive Wut their just dues—but what the Govern- | 
ment agreed to pay at the time, but was unable | 
to pay. And, sir, while | would suatain to the ut- | 
termost any law securing just conipengation to our 
national soldiery under such circumstances, | 
would not move one inch in a protligate system of | 
rewards and glorification bounties forty years af- | 

| 


properly speaking, to sharpers, speculators, and 
land agents, that infest the community, ready, at 
all times, day and night, to devour the substance 
of the soldier, to seize everything ‘provided by 
these special laws. 

Sir, I will go with you for a fair disposition of our 
public domain to the hardy pioneer who will settle 
and cultivate it, who is landless, and will help to 
clear away the forests, and bring into use the 
wilderness of the West. Sir, such a course will! 
not ory help the needy, but the whole communi- 
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| months’ duty, in'some form or other? Who, that 


lived anywhere near the frontier, was not a soldier, 
| in the sense of this bill? : 
In the war of 1812, the law that provided for 
| raising the army that carried on that war, passed 
| at its Commencement, provided bounty land and a 
bounty in money, for all who enlisted for five 
| years, or during the war. This was deemed a 
wise and sufficient law then. [t was suflicient—ir 
answered every purpose. All soldiers wounded 
| or disabled, were also duly provided for, and pen- 
| sioned. But there was a large, irregular, unde. 
| fined, uncertain militia service, and a class of 
| twelve and eighteen months’ enlistments, that the 
| Government of that day did not think it wise to 
grant bounties to. Had it done so, the army for 
the war, or for five years, could never have been 
enlisted. [twas a prudential méasure, and 
|} could not have been changed with safety. Yet, 
forty years afterwards, we are asked to undo what 
they did—to do what woul! have greatly preju- 
diced the war then. 
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|| The number who will be entitled under this bill, 
| engaged in that war, in the kind of service t have 
| mentioned, cannot be less than fifty thousand— 


probably a much higher number. 

| Inthat most patriotic Florida war—that great con- 
| test between two great powers of the earth—the rv» 
| turns on file show, of volunteers twenty-nine thou- 
| sand nine hundred and fifty-three, with a back- 
| ground of Florida militia, as I think, only limived 
by the population of the State. There was also a 
regular service, amounting to not less than tenthou- 
| sand men, during the five years this struggle with 
the great Seminole nation was waging. So that at 
least forty thousand—and the Lord knows how 
many more !—will be entitled, for this distin- 
guished five years’ christian war, not only to the 
eternal gratitude of the nation, but to bounties 
| under this bill. 

Then, sir, come the persecuting, and, as many 
would call them, aggressive wars against the 
Creeks, Cherokees, Choctaws, and other Indian 
tribes. And, sir, im those scrambles for lkud, ia 
those early evidences of our lust of dominion, the 
whole population in those regions were engavedl; 
and, sir, if this bill passes, they will all become 
| the pensioners of Government. Sir, this scheme 
is a stupendous plan to use up your public lands, 
to take them from, even the hope, of those who 
look to them as an asylum for the pioneers of 


ty will be benefited. People the West with such |) actual settlement, for the families of want, of pov- 


as receive this bounty for their own use, and | 


make such provisions as will prevent others from 
monopolizing our public lands, and you will have 
done more to redeem this country from want, 
from squalid poverty, wretchedness, and the 
thousand crimes that necessity engenders, than 
you can do by any other act you can pass. 

Let us look into the details of this bill—what are 
they? It provides bounty land for all those en- 
gaged for three months or over—inilitia, regulars, 
and volunteers—in the wars, the predatory in- 
cursions, of whatever name or nation, with the 
Indians, from the earliest history of the Govern- 
ment. True, this bill is now limited to those wars 
from 1792 to 1795; but if the principle it adopts be 
admitted, all those early contests should, as a mat- 
ter of course, be included. [t provides for all the 
twelve and eigirteen months enlistments of the war 
of 1812 with Great Britain, and for all the militia 
engaged in that service, aiid for all the volunteer 
corps. It provides forall the regular, volunteer, 
and militia service of the Florida war—and here is 
the great grab of the bill. You might as well pro- 
vide bounty lands at once for the entire State of 
Fiorida, one third of Georgia, Alabama, and South 
Carolina, and the States that were so gallantly en- 


gaged for five years ign mortal combat with from || portance of this measure. 


one to three thousand squaws and Indians in the 
Everglades of the peninsula. 


erty, of houseless, of hometess need. | warn the 
country against this plot to seize upon our public 
domain, couched as it is in the captivating temas 
of bounties to the soldiers of our armies, but in 
fact but the well-devised scheme of speculators and 
demagogues. 

Take this bill in connection with the lows now 
in existence granting bounty lands to the soldiers 
of the Mexican war. You will! find that, at one 
hunéred and sixty acres each, the amount granted, 
they will swallow up, of your public lands, at 
least forty millions of acres. As enormous as this 
amount may appear, it is not greater than will be 
realized; in my Own belief, from the best lights [ 
can get, it will be more likely to exceed than fail 
short of thatamount. There have been issued al- 
ready seventy thousand land warrants to soldiers 
in the Mexican service; eighty-seven thousand 
have been applied for, and there will be at lenat 
twenty-five thousand more. Here is an ilustra- 
tion of the extent to which such laws go. Accord- 
ing to the common understanding, who believed 
there were from a hundred to a hundred and twen- 
ty thousand soldiers in our Mexican armies? Yet 
such are the facts. 

Sir, | use these facts and figures to show the im- 
Pass it, sir, and you 
may as well close up your land offices at once— 
the public lands are gone. There is not more ara- 





It is believed that at feast fifty thousand men of || ble land in the States of New York, Pennsylvania, 


those sufficiently ed in the early Indian wars 
to entitle them to bounties under this act, will 
claim under its provisions. Should this bill pax, 
there will be no check, no limit to the claims for 


and Ohio than will be required, out of the public 
landa, to pay the Warrants that will be issned under 
this bill, if itis passed, and under Mexican war 
land bills. Who is prepared for a sweeping 


service in those conflicts. There is hardly a record || measure like this? and all under the pretence of 


or scrap 


of written evidence in relation to any part || granting gratuities to the militia, volunteers, three 


of them. The doors'will be completely open to || months, six months, twelve months’ men of the 







































, : \ : 
eae eg aaa can Seats 


BA 


} 


mpiendeeersetons 


Florida, Indian, and other wars nfentioned in this 
bill; every one of whom left the service unharmed, 


unwounded, undisabled; every one of whom re- || 


ceived every cent he asked when he entered the | 


service; to every one of whom the Government has | 
y at the time the contract || 


paid all it agreed to 


was made, Sir, if this measure can be justified | 


hope its frignds will do it in some other way than | 
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| and navies, and especially touching a system of 

| bounties, pensions, and half-pay salaries, 

Mr. PRESTON KING asked his colleague to 

| yield him the floor for a few minutes. 

Mr. SACKETT yielded, 

Mr. KLNG said, he desired to ask his colleague, 

| who was entitled to the floor, and could make the 
motion to meve that the committee rise for the 


by the usual gasconade about their superior pa- || purpose of moving in the House a resolution to 


triotism and devotedness. 


Sir, if this spirit of recklessness in respect to 


bounties and pensions is not checked, the time is || 


not distant when our pension system will become 
larger and more burdensome upon the Treasury | 
than thatof England. Let us pause and see where | 
we are on this subject before we go further—be- 
fore our whole system has become corrupted, and | 
we are irretrievably sunk in ibe labyrinth of boun- | 
ties, pensions, and half-pay retiracies, into which | 
England has fallen. 
The income from our public lands does not | 
amount to two millions a year. Fifty millions will 


and before provided for; so that all sales of other 
lands, if this bill pass, may be considered as at an 
end for a quarter of a century .to come. 

There are many other objections to this bill. It | 
is little else than a bounty on the war spirit—an 
encouragement to those who are forever disposed | 
to embroil us in difficulties with other nations. 
Our whole history. shows it is not necessary to | 
secure an army—it 18 not to pay a debt due, 
W hat ia it, then, but a measure to foster the worst | 
spirit of aggression, now by far too rife in this 
Republic ? 
10 every man in it, serve but three or six months 
in any war you may get up, whether with the 
Seminoles of Florida, the inhabitants of Cuba, or | 
our Mexican neighbors, and you shall be a pen- 


sioner for life, you shall be rewarded with boun- || 


ties, Sir, | shall never sustain a dectrine so | 
repugnant to the best interests of the country; it | 
is dangerous and destructive in every aspect in 
which it can be viewed, and should not be en- 
couraged. 

1 know there is great merit in the service; | | 
knew there has been great devotion in our armies; | 
I know, too, it is popular to talk about old sol- | 
diers. I know.of their hardships and their suffer- | 
ings; but when we are legislating, we must do so 
upon some principle, and not be governed by | 
visionary nouons, nor clap-trap schemes for popu- | 
larity. The people require of us just laws, not | 
laws germinated in the hot-bed of passion, preju- 
dice, or selfish design. 

Pay to every soldier his just due; give to the | 
patriots of the Revolution the reward Government | 
could not pay at the time; give it in pensions; se- | 
cure to every man wounded or in any way dis- | 
abled in the public service, a support and mainte- 
nance for life; restore to him, so far as the country 





would give; secure to the widow and the fajher- 
less, in some degree at least, a compensation for 
the loss of a husband and father; give to all such 
an adequate pension; perform, in all things, your 
obligations and contracts with the soldier who 
leaves the service, after receiving his full pay, in as | 
hale and healthy a condition as he entered into it. 
if he performs on his part, see that you perform | 
on yours. _And, sir, when you have placed your 
pension and bounty system on this sure and en- 
during basis, you will have a sound principle to | 
guide you, In the place of a little gratuity | 
here, which is used as a precedent for a hule 
gratuity there, and as a justification for something 
somewhere else, you will have system, order, cer- 
tainty, security. And, in one branch of the Gov- 





ernment at least, we shall have abandoned that 
most dangerous of all practices, the practice of 
following precedents in the room of principle. 

L repeat, sir, that with the hale, healthy soldier, 
who remains uninjured by the service, the nature 
of his service is taat of contract—contract he yol- 


it is made—terms he anticipates, and agrees to 
perform for a consideration known and agreed 
upon... Adopt this sound system,and you will 
keep down your standing army. You will not 
make your army a favored class, nor swell its 
ranks, for the hope of a pension in expectancy. 
if you would maintain your 


simplicity, 
guard well every question touc 


your armies 


i hope they will be || 
cailed upon to show its soundness and wisdom. || 


It is saying to. the whole country, and || 


| 
unteers t6 make upon terms well known before forward his amendment, and when it comes to be 


close debate and finally dispose of this bill to-day. 
The House had been in session more than six 
| months, and had done nothing. The question of 
admitting the State of California was stil before 


|| the House—undecided—and every device was re- 


sorted io to delay and prevent action upon it. He 
| regretted to hear the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr, 
| Vinron,] this morning, oppose the prompt decis- 
ion and disposal of the subject now before the 
Elouse. The friends of the bill desired prompt 
action. It was before the committee an obstacle 
| to action on California, and yet the gentleman 
from Ohio, a prominent and influential leader of 


|| the Whig party, advocates delay. 
not pay the bounties contemplated by. this bill || 


Mr, JONES rose to a quesuon of order. 
| Mr. KING desired the point of order to be 


| stated. 


Mr. JONES made the pgint that the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Sackerr] could not yield 
the floor to his colleague to discuss the propriety 
of rising, or the question of California, or any 
| thing else. 

The point of order was settled by 

Mr, SACKETT resuming the floor and con- 
cluding his remarks as above, 

Mr. McDONALD. I had supposed, sir, that 
the time had arrived when the case of the soldiers 


|| of the war of 1812 would be taken up and dis- 


cussed, and their claims considered without run- 
ning into party measures and distinctions,  { had 
supposed that, on this occasion, the only occasion 
when the question has been agitated inthis House 
during this Session, this hostility would not have 
been manifested. | had supposed that the people 
of the United States had formed an opinion as to 
the justice of these bounties, and that this bill 
would not be met by an attack upon the principle 
upon which it is based, But | have been mis- 
taken. I find gentlemen rising on the opposite 
side of this House, and attacking the bill, and ea- 
deavoring to defeat its passage. The gendeman 
from Maryland is particularly hostile, and bas la- 
bored most strenuously to defeat it. He denounces 
it on the ground that itis contrary to the Demo- 
cratic principle, If that be true, then | would ex- 
pect the gentleman to’support it. His conversion 
to Democracy is too recent for me to put any trust 
in it. It is not from the gentleman, nor from that 
side of the House, that | should expect to hear 
Democratic principles expounded and_ practiced 
upon. He may be like King Agrippa in the pres- 
ence of St. Paul, almost persuaded to be a Chris- 





| tian, but that he has not sufficient faith to lead him 
can restore, the competency health and vigor || 


to the performance of good works. He says it is 
not Democratic to give bounties to soldiers for 
services rendered to the country. This is, cer- 
tainly, not orthodox; and yet, before the close of 
his remarks, he offered, as a substitute for this bill, 
& proposition to give away the public domain to 
the first settler. 

He says further, that he did not know where 
the claimants of the bounty of the Government 


|| under the provisions of this bill, are to be found. 


They may not come from the gentleman’s district, 
It may be that the provisions of the bill may not 
affect the gentleman’s constituents; it undoubtedly 

| would be a benefit to them if his substitute could 
become alaw. Ihave no doubt many of them are 
perfectly indifferent whether they are settled on 
their own or on the land of any one else. 

But the gentleman is opposed to the bill because 
ut does not inake provision for giving bounties to 
those who carry our flag upon the seas. Then 
why not amend the bill so as to make it include 
that class? ‘This is a matter which does not go to 
the principle of the bill, Lét the gentleman bring 


acted on, I, for one, will support it. Let not the 
gentleman object to the bill, because its provisions 
are not extensive enough to include all that may 
be meritorious. 

But there is an objection which comes from the 


entieman from New York, (Mr. Sacxert,] who 
eS just taken his seat. What is that objection? 
It is that a contract was entered into by these peo- 
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ple; that a contract was formed between 
ernment and the soldier, and that that Co Ser: 
been.completed. He supposes that the soldier 
when he offers himself to serve his country on f 
field of battle, enters into a calculation of ve 
many dollars and cents he is to receive from a 
Government, and that this stipulated sum is am i 
compensation for all the services he ma 8 og 
no matter what hardships he may be called on s 
endure. I am not surprise chat this objection 
should come from that sectic.: of the Union whe > 
the whole business of life isrzulated by the stand. 
_ ard of the almighty dollar. " 

This may be so in relation to his region of coun 
try, but let me tell the gentleman that a Gover. 
ment which treats its. volunteer soldiers in this 
manner, when it comes to need their services 
will find some difficulty in procuring them. 

But this bill is based upbn a different principle 
W hat is it?) This Government has always acted 
liberally towards all those who have stood yy in 
her defence, with the exception of those who are 
contemplated by this bill. They have been over. 
looked; they have been placed in the class of step. 
children; forty years have rolled around, and this 
Government has not yet done justice to them. We 
are now called upon to do them justice; shall we 
refuse this reasonable demand ? shall we refuse to 
do what justice demands at our hands? The stat. 
ute of limitations, though it may properly be 
pleaded in some cases, is not to be applied in such 
a case as this. Many of those whose services 
entitled them to this bounty are no longer among 
us. I do not know how it is in other sections of 
the country, but in that portion which I have the 
honor to represent, I have had. the pleasure of 
meeting, within the last three weeks, during a re. 
cent visit to my district, some two hundred of the 
survivors of these wars, composed of men from the 
North, South, East and West—they who fought 
at Orleans, and on the bloody heights of Queens. 
town—those engaged in border warfare, under 
General Wayne—those who have. bled for the 
country on many a well-fought field. They have 
reason to complain, that they have not been fairly 
dealt with. And yet, sir, there seems to be no 
means of passing this measure of relief. 

Another strange objection that.is urged against 
the bill is, that justice has been withheld so long. 
It was notgiven to them when they were vigorous, 
when they could have made use of, when they 
could have profited by the bounty. But is there 
not the greek reason why it should be no longer 
withheld—whysit should now be given to cheer 
and support their declining age, now that they 
have become enfeebled by age, and, perhaps, by 
disease, and when they are no longer able to eara 
their subsistence? Thus you will render their last 
days, days of gratitude to their country for the 
bounty bestowed uponthem. Their highest pride 
will thenceforth be, that they have shared in the 
defence of their country, and that that country haa 
not forgotten them in their old age. 

1 am in favor of the amendment proposed by 
myself, or the amendment of the gentleman from 
Alabama would be acceptable to me. My object 
is, that none shall be left out. 

It is a matter of some consequence to me, that 
this Congress should not adjourn and leave those 
men to suffer the pangs of penury and want, by 
withholding from them that which is theirs, as 4 
strict matter of justice and right. 

Talk to me, sir, about a contract! It is a term 
that has no connection with this question—no 
meaning whatever. Will you talk to me about a 
contract in reference to the man who has bared 
his bosom to the shafts of the enemy, when it 8 
proposed to give him 4 homestead to shelter him 
in his old age? Sir, this is trifling with the sub- 
ject.. Before closing my remarks, | wish to offer 
another amendment, for the reason, that the bill, a8 
it now stands, will come in conflict with amend- 
ments already offered in regard to other matiers. 
My proeveunee is, to strike out in the fifth live 
the following words, ‘for a period of six months 
and over.” . 

In conclusion, I have to say, that whatever may 
be the reason which actuates the gentleman from 
Maryland in youne inst this bill—whether it is 
because he sinc a Reliant it to be anti-Demo- 
cratic, and is disposed to turn from the error of his 
ways, or whether he designs to reserve these lands 

or the 


pefit of the of hig district to the 
exclusion 0 the soldians wee defended their cou- 


again, 
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Siooate | believe it to be just, 


Mr. VINTON addressed the Chair and was 


gnized. 
eee PRESTON KING said he would like to 
address the committee, and claimed the floor, on 
the ground that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Vinton] had otice spoken. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the gentleman 
from Ohio had addressed the committee by the 
leave of the gentleman from Indiana, and had not 
occupied the floor in his own right. 

Mr. VINTOD 


Mr. V. said, that most of the bounties proposed 
to be given by this bill had been repeatedly before 


mittee, substantially as follows: 
| 
| 
| 


the House, and some of them almost every year 
for more than a quarter of a century, without 
meeting with a favorable consideration; but from 
appearances, the current in favor of this bill was 
so strong that he did not know it was of any avail 
to ry to Stem it. He was, however, desirous of 
stating the grounds which would govern his vote. 
The bill proposes to give land bounties to those 
troops who served in the Indian wars in the west- 


war with Great Britain; in the Florida war, &c. 
In the case of the troops who served in the war of 
the Revolution, inasmuch as the country was un- 
able to pay them for their services, pensions were 
allowed them at a subsequent period by way of 


ern country, under Wayne and others; in the last | 


compensation ; though land bounties were not | 


eranted even in the case of the revolutionary sol- 
diers, to any except those who served during the 
war, In all the cases provided for in this bill, the 
troops were fully paid all that the Government 
contracted to pay, and all that the soldier at the 
time expected to receive, to the last dollar. The 
proposed bounty, then, cannot be claimed as a mat- 
ter of right. It is a pure gratuity, and a gratuity, 


the fact that speculators in these warrants will 
pocket nearly the whole value of the land granted. 
If this immense quantity of land warrants be added 
to those already in the market and yet to be issued 
to the soldiers of the Mexican war, it is perfectly 
plain that a land bounty, or soldier’s right to 160 
acres of land, will sink down to a mere song in the 
market, not to exceed some $20, which was for a 
long time the standing price of the warrants issued 
to the soldiers of the last war with Great Britain. 
Gentlemen who have gone before me, and have 
inguired into the subject, estimate the quantity of 
lands chat will be granted by this bill, at from fifty 
toahundred millions of acres. And the gentle- 
man why reported the bill admits that he cannotin- 
form us what quantity his bill does giveaway. One 
thing is certain, that with the Mexican warrants 
yet to be laid on the lands, the quantity entbraced 


too, the value Of which is greatly diminished from the friends of manufactures to consider whether, || Its benefits are not to be confined to particular dis- 


by this bill will be equal to the whole demand for | 


public lands for some fifteen or twenty years to 
come, at least, if not longer. When a bounty 


sum much below $200, for one hundred and sixty | 


acres, Which is the Government’ price in cash for 
that quantity of land, it is very certain that the 
Government can never sell an acre of land while this 
state of things continues. I then assume it to be 
true, that this bill, if it become a law, will entirely 
dry up, for the next fifteen or twenty years, that 
branch of the public revenue which is derived from 
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_whatever reason may have brought his |! remain in 


kd whontrese I stand here to support, || ment, including the interest on the debt, will, in |) of the most enormous plunder and speculation. 
mi pe fullest extent, the largest measure of relief, | 


: 


| nue, what have we left to meet this large demand | 
} 
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en 


power... The expenses of the Govern- i garded as abandoned, and will become the subject 


future, in all probability amount to from thirty-five || Posterity, when it looks back on this great herit- 
to forty millions per annum, without making pro- || age, Dal scades at our folly. 
vision for a sinking fund to meet the principle of | In the course of his remarks, 

: 


our debt, If we dry up this branch of the reve- | Mr, VINTON yielded the floor to 
Mr. MEADE, wito offered the following amend- 





for money? Nothing but the income from the || ment: 
customs. Is there any well-informed gentleman in || aug doit further enacted, That all warrants heretwh 


this House, who will say that we can safely rely || issued to soldiers in the war of 1812 with Great Britain, or 
on this one branch of income to meet our future || to their widows or orphans, shall be transferable in the same 
wants? Is it safe to assume there will be no future || ™@"ner as other military land warrants. 


diminution of imports? On the contrary, is there _..Mr. BISSELL said: Mr. Chairman, f am in 
not every reason to expect that the time is not far | favor, most cordially, to the bill now under dis- 


proceeded to address the com- || distant when we cannot pay the balance against || cussion. | am in favor of it upen principles of 


us by sending abroad our public securities, and 
that an export of specie will take place? An ex- 
port of specie to any considerable amount will, of || 
necessity, curtail our imports, and with it our re- || indicated in the principle upon which the bill is 
venue from customs. We cannot expect that the supported. But, before giving my reasons at 


justice and national policy, because it proposes an 
days of commercial revulsion are past. They will | large for advocating this measure, | wiah to notice 
| 
! 


act of justice to a meritorious class of our citizens, 
and because the true policy of our Government is 


come upon us and on all other commercial nauions. || some remarks of the honorable gentleman. from 
Let me, then, imagine, what perhaps is more than Maryland, [Mr. Evans. ] That gentleman as- 
probable, that in the course of two or three years, || serted that the friends of the bill had browght it 
the income from customs will be insufficient to | forward with the view of making political capited 
meet the wanis of the Government. Whatare we || in their respective districts. ‘This is the motive 
to do, if we part with the land revenue? We have |) which, in the opinion of that gentleman, influences 
several expedients, to all or any one of which we || the friends of the measure. 

may resort, to meet the deficiency. But let us || 
consider whether the motive to grant these gratui- || into his own bosom to find motives for my action. 


lies is strong enough to induce us to resort to all || He knows the influences that contro! him; he 


or any of them. In the first place, in case of need, || knows why he votes for a measure or againat it, 
we can make a loan. But to make a loan in time || and on that subject | shall not quarrel with him; 
of peace to meet the expenditures of the Govern- || but when he infers from his knowledge of him- 
ment, is contrary to all our notions of sound econ- || self, or from any other cause, that the friends of 
omy.  Itis a very bold experiment to grant gra- || this bill support it upon such considerations, and 
tuities that will bring about that necessity. If we || from such motives as he has ascribed to us, | beg 
do not make a loan, we can edd to the duties on || leave most respectfully to say, that he must nut 
imports. Will the South and the free-trade gen- || speak forme. Why, sir, the benefits conferred by 
tlemen vote for gratuities tbat will force them into || this bill are not confined to any locality, por to 
that necessity? This may be acceptable to the | any particular districis, 

manufacturing interest; but will it not be well for || The bill is not sectional or local in ite character. 


Now, | protest against any gentleman looking 


if this state,of things be brvught about by their || tricts. Are there not soldiers living in Maryland? 
votes, the advocates of free-trade may not insist on || Are they not to be found in the northern and 


an excise on manufactures, and resist an increase || middie States, as weil as in the western? Up. 
of duties on imports An excise is an expedient |} doubtedly. Then how is it that this measure is to 
to which we may resort to replenish the Treasury. || be peculiarly popular in my district or in youre, 
Last of all, we may resort to direct taxation. I || gir? Is it the new States only or chiefly, thatare to 
do not believe any part of the country would stand || be benefited by this measure? On the contrary, sit, 
that, and certainly the South and West would not. || those who are to be the recipients of whatever 
it is, under our sysiem, a most unequal as well as || benefits this bill may confer, are to be found prin- 
most. oppressive tax, being laid, not according to || cipally in the old States, and notin the new. In 
the value of the property in the different States, || advocating this measure, therefore, | am sustain- 
bat according to the number of their people; so || 
that lilinois would pay as much direct taxas Mas- || tleman’s own State, and in the States of New York 

| sachusetts. Is it politic or right to grant bounties || and Pennsylvania, as well as in Ilinoie, 
that will subject us to the hazard of any of these || more particularly their interests, because the clasa 
necessities? 1 think not. Instead of that, it ap- || of persons embraced in the provisions of this bill 

|| pears to me we ought to preserve this great landed || are chiefly the residents of the old States. 

interest, and appropriate it to public uses, and 

especially to create out of its income a sinking 

fund for the discharge of the public debt. In a | 

little time the Mexican land warrants will be ab- || 


ing the interests of the people residing in the gen. 


And 


. Hence 
it is no sectional measure; it has no sectional ten- 


dencies; it is not for the benefit of the new States 
so much even as for that of the old. 
One objection, which the gentleman from Mary- 


safely calculate after that the revenue from the || urged with ee pertinacity by the gentleman from 

| Ohio, (Mr. Vinron,] who has just resumed hig 
seat, is, that it will divert from the Treasury of the 
General Government a fund of very great import- 
ance. The gentleman from Ohio, especially, pre- 
dicts that a high tariff, and other calamities equally 
to be deprecated, will fall upon the country as a 


public lands will be equal to five or six millions 
perannum. Thegreat increase of our population, 
from its natural growth, and from immigration, | 
renders this all but certain. A majority of the 
three hundred thousand emigrants that now come | 
into the country annually become agriculturists. 
; 





land warrant can be bought for $20, or for any e and if we make no more grants, we may || jand arges with great force, and which has beca 


the sale of the public lands. This brings me to 
the inquiry, whether the financial condition of the 
country is such as to justify us in granting away, 
in mere gratuities, this important tranch of the 
public revenue. For, if once given away, we 
shall not have the ability to get it back again in 
ume of need, This leads me to inquire what are 
to be our necessary public expenditures, and what 
Our means or income to meet them? In the first 
place, the registered debt of the country is about 
Sixty-five millions; to which must be added our 
debt to Mexico to and our own citizens under the 
Weaty of peace with that country, which will in- 
crease the whole debt of the nation at this time to 
about eighty millions. The interest on this debt 
'8 to be provided for, and we ought to create a 
sinking fund to meet the principal when it falls 
ws n addition a Rae must provigs me oe 

nt expenses e Government, which wil 
hereafter unavoidably exceed our past expendi- 
‘ures, let whatever party may come into power or 


Ought we not, in justice to ourselves, to avail our- consequence of diverting a portion of the avails of 


seives of this vpportunity to pay off the public debt | 
of the country without taxing the country a cent? | 
These emigrants have ho right to complain, if they 
pay for our choice lands only what our own Cit- | 
zens have always paid, ahd which, considering | 
their quality, are the cheapest lands in the world. 


the public lands from the general Treasury; but I 

bey leave to dissent from his views altogether, 

You well remember, Mr. Chairman, that there was 

a notable scheme once started, of giving away to 

the States the entire avails of all the public lands. 

’ [ am not quite sure, but I suspect, from knowing 

The public domain of this country is Worth this |) the political party which advocated the measure, 
day one thousand millions of dollars; avd nothing || and knowing the party to which the honorable 
can be more certain, than if th: bill paves, the || gentlemen [Mr. Evans and Mr. Vixtow] belonged, 
whole of them will be abandoned to wild specu- || that they both favored the scheme. That scheme 
2 to the great detrimen of the setilement of || proposed to give to the Stales—not to individuals 





the country, while the expense which they occa- || that they might cultivate them—not to decrepit 
sion to the Government will be in no wise dimin- || soldiers, who had fought the battles of your coun- 
ished, but rather increased; for the lands must || try—not to the descendants of those who had fajien 
still be surveyed, the Indian titles must still be || in battle, but to the States, the entire avails of ‘the 
bought in, the land offices must still be kept open || public lands. 

to receive the entries of the warrants, the Land || Mr. VINTON (the floor being temporarily 
Office at the seat of Government, and the Pension || yielded to him) was understood to say that that 
Office must be kept up; in a word, our whole ma- | bill was 
chinery must be maintained; while, so soon as the | two-thi 
revenue from the lands ceases, they will be re. | 


d by a majority of someting like 
s of the members of the House of all 
parties, and that the reason for it was, that there 
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THE 


was a large surplus fund in the possession of the would be entirely cut off, and five or six hundred 


Government, and the great question of the day 
war how to get rid of the money. The Govern- 


ment was then more embarrassed by surplus funds. | 


than it is now by its debts; and it was for the pur- 


pose of getting rid of that surpius that the law was | 


passed. 
Mr. BAYLY. The gentlemen from Ohio 
speaks of the time when the surplus funds in the 


Treasury of the United S:ates were deposited with || 


the States, 1nd not of the time when the distribu- 
tion law passed. 


Mr. VINTON. Certainly the distribution act || 


was passed suibsequenily. 


Mr. MeCLERNAND. The reasoning of the | 


gentieman from Ohio was not followed by his 
party in 1841. On the 2ist of July, 1841, they 
authorized, by act of Congress, a loan of twelve 
millions of dollars, and on the 4h of September 
after, passed the distribution act. 


Mr. BISSELL. ! suppose the gentleman from || 
Ohio, (Mr. Vinron,] will not deny that he favored || 


both those measures. Nor will the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. Evans] make any such 


denial for timselt; and | would like to ask why i! 
slept the vigilance of these watchful guardians of || 
the public Treasury then? “Why does their alarm || 
for the Treasury manifest itself only when soldiers 

and soldiers’ widows are to be the recipients of a || 
small portion of these benefits which they were so | 


ready to confer upon the States ? 


Mr. Chairman, to suppose that the General | 
Government can be enriched, that it ever has been {| 
or ever will be enriched, in any degree, Sy the avails || 


from the public lands, is erroneous. L assert, sir, asa 


fact, susceptible of the clearestdemonstration, that || 


the lands disposed of by the General Government, 


in all the various modes, have not netted the Gov- || 
ernment a sum equal to 17 cents an acre. And I || 


undertake to say that hereafter they will not net 
the Government even so much as that. A gentle- 


man near me, [Mr. Sternens, of Georgta,] sug- || 


gests (and Lam not certain but he is rght) that 
they have heretofore uveraged a net value to thie 


Government of lesa than five cents per acre. But | 
whatever they may have done heretofore, | hesi- 
tate not to say that, in my opinion, they will not || 
hereafter net the Government an average of that 


small sum peracre. And that is as it should be. | 


kt ought not to be the policy of this Government 
to hoid the public lands as a means of replenish- 
ing the Treasury. I repeat, sir, the Government 
oiwht hot to look to the public lands as a source 


_ of revenue. ‘To do so is a most mistaken policy. | 
The wise policy of the Government consists 1n |! 
causing these lands to be tilled aud made produc- | 


tive. It is thus that your country wl be en- 
riched. Jf you hold on to them, and keep up the 


wriee, you prevent their settlement, and keep them | 
} » you | ’ | 


in reality mma condition in which they are value- 
less. 

But the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Evans] 
objects, again, that the warrants to be issued under 


the provisions of this bill will go into the hands of | 


speculators. Well,eir, some of them will, no doubt 


—we cannot prevent it—but will you on that ac- t ' 
|| it will swallow up so much of the public lands? 


count withhold justice from the soldiers? Some 
of the warrants will unquestionably find their way 
into the hands of speculators, but by no means 
will they take that direction to the extent which 
the gentleman seems to suppose, The very first 
important effect of this bill will Le to arrest specu- 
latton in the public lands. Those men who have 
purchased land warrants from soldiers on specula- 
tron, and hold them, or who have purchased large 
tricts of land-on speculation, are the very ones 
who, of all others, will most dislike to see this bill 
become a law, for its direct tendency will be to 
diminish the profits of those speculators, The 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] says that the 
value of the land warrants already issued will be 
greatly reduced as soon as you pass this bill, «1 
grant tt, sir. And so far as relates to those who 
have purchased such warrants on speculation, | 
rejoice at it. ' 

Mr. VINTON (the floor being temporarily 
yielded to him) remarked, that the soldier had the 
option, either to take scrip for land or one hundred 
dollars in money. He would state how the account 
would stand hereafter. The expenses of this bill 
must necessarily be something like one hundred 
thousend dollars per annum to the Government. 
‘The expenses at present were about $500,000; and 
the result would be this—the revenue from lands 


, thousand dollars would have to be paid out of the 


customs, or some other source of revenue, to defray 
the expenses of the land system. 

Mr. BISSELL, (resuming.) The gentleman says 
that the necessary increase of expenses of the Gov- 
ernment under this bill will be one hundred thou- 


| sand dollars per annum. How can it cost the 


Government anything? 
Mr. VINTON. I venture to say, sir, that if 


||.the bill passes, $50,000 will not cover the increased 


expenditure in the Pension Office alone. 
Mr. BISSELL. ‘That it may give occasion for 


|| a few additional clerks in the Pension Office is | 
| probable; but whether the bill passes or not, there 














will be additional clerks required there; but this biil 


| does not require the estavlishment of new land 
| Offices, it may require a few additional clerks in 
| the Pension Office. In the name of Heaven, sir, 
| 18 that an objection of so great importance as to 
weigh against the beuefits wo be derived from the | 


passage of this bill? 


Mr. McCLERNAND desired the gentleman’s | 
| permission to state a fact. ‘The floor veing yield- 
ed, he said, the reasoning of the gentleman from | 


Ohio seemed to be based upon the provable effect 


that this bill would have upon the revenue. He 
lad heard the gentleman make almost the same 

prediction in the same words, in 1847, during the | 
pending of the bill to grant bounties of land to the 
|| soldiers in the Mexican war—that measure was to 
sink all the land revenue; when it turned out that | 
the revenue from that source was augmented the | 
succeeding year, and has since ranged, with but | 
|| very little variation trom the average amount, for | 
severa! years beiore. So much for we gertleman’s 


prophecy. 


Mr. VINTON. The gentleman is greatly mis- | 
taken, ‘ihe receipts from the sales of the public | 
| lands last year were about $1,500,000. ‘These | 
|| bounty land warrants could only be iocated upon | 
lands that had been offered for sale, and the rev- | 
|} enue which was obtained was by throwing a | 
|| larger quantity of new and valuable lands into the | 


market, to which the Indian uctle had but recently 
been exunguished. ‘That was the reason that Mr. 


Walker assigned, and 1 had many conversations | 


with him on the subjett. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. The gentleman does 
| not contradict the statement, He only trieés to ex- | 


plain il away. 


Mr. BISSELL. In so far as opposition to this | 
| bill is based on the belief that it wiil benefit spec- 


ulators, | have already inumated that is tendency 


would be directly the opposie of this. 1 shail ve | 


very glad, sir, if the double effect of this ‘bill 1s 
found to be to benefit the soldiers and the widows 


- | 
of the soldiers, and at the same time depreciate 


the value of the warrants in the hands of the spec- 
ulators. 

The gentleman from New York, in his argu- 
ment in opposition to the bill, endeavors to alarm 
the House by saying that it will swallow up, at 


once, a large quantity of the publiclands. | beieve | 
| be said eighty millions of acres. No matter, let it | 


be more or less. What does he mean when he says 


Why he, of course, is speaking figurauvely. He 


does not mean that, like some monstrous animal, | 


this bill will swatlow up, annthilate, or carry away 


| the land. No, sir, he speaks in a figuratrve and 
| 


in a much more pleasant sense. He means that, in 
wasie prairies and impenetrable forests, smiling 


| farms will spring up; that the wilderness will be 
| converted into fruitful fields, and that places, now 


desolate wastes, wiil ve made to blossom as the 
rose. This must be the gentleman’s meaning when 
he tells us that this bill will swallow up the public 
lands. Andi should like to know if the country 
will not be the richer, and, in that respect, greatly 
the gainer five years hence, in consequence of 
such ‘swallowing up” of the public lands? 
The country is not impoverished by such a pro- 
cess, sir, it is enriched. ‘There never was a more 
mistaken opinion than that entertained by gentle- 
men who suppose that the country is benefited 
by keeping these lands as a means of raising funds 
to go into the Treasury of the General Govern- 
ment. 

I insist, sir, that the effect of the passage of the 
bill upon the Treasury of the United Staces, will 
not be to diminish the annual receipts into the 
Treasury to any appreciable amount. And this, I 
insist, is easily demonstrable. 
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June 19, 
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Now, sir, what are the principles : 
this bill is advocated ? Why, i Kerw fa's aint 

of soldiers rapidly passing away from amon 
who, when the country called for their ern 
and needed them, without a calculation as to the 
value they were to get for those services, witho 
a thought as to compensation, seized their m 2 
kets and rifles and rushed to the defence of pa 
common country, many of them leaving families 
in destitute circumstances—leaving them, ton fo: 
the last time. A few of these men yet nd 
among us, scattered over the country from Maj , 
to Georgia, and from Florida to Minnesota. Some 
of them have long since gone beyond the reach of 
your justice or your bounty, leaving widows who 
yet survive them in destitution and poverty, To 
these persons this bill proposes to set apart a small 
portion of boundless sau that the brief ay 
nant of their days may not be days of destitution 
and poverty. 

To these persons this bill proposes to anpropri. 
ate, to each, a little patch of eraaed, to be taken 
off of the 800,000,000 of acres which you own— 
upon which they may build a cabin—aroung 
which they may run a fence, and from the cul. 
vation of which by honest toil they may obigin 
bread to sustainthem. The bill proposes to do 
hat—nothing more. Mr, Chairman, do yOu grudge 
the land thus donated, and for sucha purpose? ~ 

I know very well that this bill, like every other 
is liable to plausible objections of one sort and an- 
other, from acute and ingenious men. I know it 
is said that speculators may buy some of these 
warrants. I know it isurged that the effect of the 
bill will be to diminish the amount of money com. 
ing into the Treasury. I know it is said a large 
quantity of the public land will be swallowed up 
by it. But I do think that all these objections 
have been shown by the friends of the biil to be 
wholly without weight or force. There is one 
other argument against it, however, which | must 
notice, and which I had like to have forgotten to 
refer to. It is the argument of the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr., Sackett,] who insists that 
there was a Contract entered into between the sol- 
dier and the Government, by which the soldier 
was to serve and receive for his services a stinu- 
lated price. ‘This price (which was about §7 a 
month) has been paid, it is insisted by the genile- 
man, and hence the soldier has no longer any 
claims upon the justice or the bounty of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Now, sir, waving for the present all objections 
to that mode of reasoning upon a bill like that be 
fore us, I will merely ask if the principle main- 
tained by that argument would not prevent us 
from bestowing pensions as well as bounty land? 
Has the gentleman never voted in favor of a pen- 
sion to a soldier? If he has, the vote so given is 
a sufficient answer to the argument he now ad- 
vances against this bill. 

A contract, forsooth! A soldier may have 
fought and suffered, and lost perchance a limb in 
defence of our country’s rights and honor, and re- 
ceived as compensation seven dollars a month! 
The Government, in paying that seven dollars, 
complied with its part of the contract; and now let 
the poor old soldier totter and limp on to his grave; 
and let all appeals to the justice and generosity of 
his country be answered by saying: “‘O, you 
entered into a * contract’ with the Government— 
the Government ‘has paid the seven doilars, and 
thus discharged all its obligations to you; 80 g0 
your way.”” 

Mr. Chairman, is such an argument worthy of 
being urged against a measure like this? Andl 
ask again, if this argument would not defeatall 
applications for pensions and for everything in the 
nature of a pension? I do not pretend to deny 
that there is some force in some of the objections 
urged against the bill; but l maintain that they are 
as nothing when weighed against the overwhelm- 
ing reasons in its favor. And 1 am glad that the 
bill was introduced; it may not be perfect as it now 
stands; let it be perfected, then, by amendments, 
and then let us it, and show our sense of 
gratitude to those who have fought in defence 
the country. 1 for one return my sincere thanks 
to those gentlemen who have been instrumental m 
bringing forward this bill. For myself, and in be 
half of my constituents, [thank them. I feel that. 
such thanks are due to the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Mason] who introduced the origin 
bill out of which the present one has grown. 
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